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PREFACE. 



The following Life of the Rev. William Romaine 
was undertaken at the requeft of his nearcft rela- 
tives. It vi^ grQn^afectto.-tbt^jf^lic under the firft 
impreffionsit^e bVhis^deSith, kiid under an idea 
that fuch dociim^itl^'«aii^t. have been cdjefted 
from his own :p^eji:s'as/.wn|ik|rhave furni(hed fome 
of the beft m^teHals' for hfe 'Biographers. But no* 
thmg of this fort was founds excepting one memo- 
randum upon his attaining the age 6f feventy years^ 
which is given in the courfe of this work, though it 
does not appear to have been defigned for publica^ 
tion. Great as is the lofs of the furvivors, it is 
much to the honour of the deceafed^ that, though 
he had the pen of a ready writer, he employed it 
not upon himfelf> but upon his God and Saviour. 
Upon whofe word, and upon whofe lalvation, he 
hath written largely with his own hand, and left 
confiderable remains behind him. 

Difappointed in my expedations of gleaning me** 
moirs of his life from his own manuforip^, and hav-^ 
ing time to refle£): upon an undertaking, in the exe- 
cution 
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cution of which I was not likely tofarisfy myfclf or 
others^ I would &in have refigned the talk to thole 
who were much better qualified for it than myfelfi 
as well by their fuperior abiliti^, ii bjr their longer 
acquaintance with Mr. Romaine. But being preflcd 
to it as to the performance of a promife, I could 
not rcfift the folicitation. I havetherefore done the 
bell I could — fought information from various 
quarters, and got it from others without feeking, for, 
which I am thankfuk i have given apdctail of fkdh 
-H^ hiftofyj not a panegyric. Let Mt. R(jmaitie* bd 
ctorifidc'red as havh^^ijblielirf.ii 'xtmW.fkc^^ftiohs 
with others, liabte'tt)' ii^jii^^'^^^^ with 

infirmky* But let God-tki£if?6i^3n hint thfoogh 
}thi Ghtifti a^ hffc-'«Kd-itf:32^ii3g>' M mint in 
witiiighislife, wUlbe*f{ili/afifv?M; * 



TtiB 
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THE LIFE 

6f Tiifa 

Rev. WILLIAM ROMJINEy &c. 



The Rev. William Romaine Was botti oh the 
fwenty-fifch day of S'eptember, 1714. The place 
of his birth was Hartlepool, a town in the county of 
Durham, fituatcd on a fmall promontory ftretching 
into the German ocean. It is now a neat fifhing 
town, with a very good pier and harbour, as well 
as a place of refort for the purpofe of bathing. Ic 
has rifen from obfcurity to eminence in that part 
of England, through the bounty of the neighbour- 
ing nobility and gentry, whofe cuftom it has been to 
accept by turns the office of Mayor, and to fub- 
fcribe upon that occ^fion one hundred pounds to- 
"Wards the improvements of the town, and particularly 
for fupporting and repairing the pier* The father 
of the Rev. Mr. Romaine was among the French 
Proteftants who took refuge in England upon the 
revocation of the edift of Nantes : he fettled in this 
place as a merchant, and became a member of the 
^ corporation, which is a very ancient one. He was 

B a dealer 
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a dealer in corn^ and a man fearing God and hating 
covetoufnefs, of which he gave a remarkable proof 
in the year 1741. This country was then at war 
with Spain, and^ whether from this circumftance, or 
from fcarcity, there was a confiderable advance in 
the price of wheat, from fix to fifteen fhillings per 
boji the bufhcl (5f that country, containing aBput 
two of the Winchefter meafure. Upon this occa- 
fion the people rofe, and came in great numbers, a ' 
formidable mob, to Hardepool. Mr. Romaine 
went out to meet th^m, afked them their wants, and 
.was anfwered that they wanted corn cheaper. He 
.put an immediate and an cfFeftual flop to thefe riot^ 
' ous proceedings, firft by promifing to fell all the corn 
that he had at five fhillings a bufhel, and then by 
performing his promife; for he fold to all that came^ 
while the other rtierchants refufed to fell any. 

Such traders, however fingular, as he was, arc 
no lofers themfelves in the end, and great friends to 
the public in the mean time ; what is more, they 
^are ranked among the friends of God ; for. There 
is that fcattereth and yet increafethy and there is that 
withholdeth more than is meety but it tendeth to poverty. 
The liberal Jculfnall be made fat ^ and he that water eth 
Jhall be watered alfo himjelf. lie that withholdeth 
corny the people Jhall curje himj but blejjing Jhall be upon 
'the head of him that felleth it, Prov. xi. 24, 

%S, 26. 

This fcripture was ftriftly verified in Mr. Ro-; 
mainc of Hardepool i for the bleffing of God and* 

-or 
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.of the poor rcftcd upon him. He brought up a fa- 
mily of two fons and three daughters, who weiff 
all comfortably and refpedably fettled in this world, 
and taught both by the precept and example of their 
parents to look for permanent fetdements, or man- 
Jionsy in the world to come. Their father was a 
man of God, and confequently of ftrift morals 5 a 
ftcady member of the church of England, a conftant 
attender upon her fcrvices, and fo exadt an obferver 
of the fabbath-day, that he never fuffered any of his 
/amily to go out upon it, except to church, and 
fpent the remainder of it with them in reading the 
,fcriptures, and other devout exercifes, at home. In 
4:his manner he lived to the age of. eighty-five, and 
to the year of our Lord 1757 *. 

The furviving widow and one unmarried daughter 
.continued in the bufinefs at Hartlepool, much re-r 
fpefted and beloved, being noted for their attentioa 
not only to the bodily wants, but to the fpiritual 
concerns of their fellow-creatures; /or it was thpir 
cuftbm to read and explain the fcriptures to their 
neighbours, which by fome was called preaching ; 
but was probably no more than domeftic inftruc- 
tion, to which they admitted all who wifhed to 
partake of it, with a view to the mutual comfort 
and edification one of another i and fuch are de- 
fcrvedly ranked among thofe women who labour with 

• For this account of the birth and parentage of the Rev. 
Mr. Romaine, we are indebted to Mr. Cdlender of Newcaftle^ 
vho married one of his fillers. 

B2 ' us 
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its In the go/pel , and wbofe names are in the book of lift. 
Phil. iv.3. 

The Rev. William Romainc was the fecond* fon 
of thcfe believing parents f. Viewed perhaps with 
the eye of faith, and feen to be a proper child: 
that is, as the original word atrteio^ figniBes, pof-. 
fefled of a certain grace called urbanity, and, in its 
facred ufe, dcfcribing one of a fair afpeft to God 
and his people, which indicates a formation for 
ufefulnefs in the city of the great King- His 
early difcoveries of great talents, and an equal de- 
fire to improve them, induced his parents to fend 
him to the grammar fchool at Houghton le Spring, 
in the county of Durham, founded by the cclc-^ 

• His elder and^only brother was fettled as a Grocer in Lon* 
don, and died faddenly at the George Inn at Backden, in the 
thilrtieth year of his age, 

f I call his parents believers by his own authority, finding 
the following exprefflons in a letter to a friend, dated July 33th, 
1784. •' Vf^i hope nrxt Monday to Jet out for the north. In all 
probability for the lajl time. I baie thrte fifters alive ^ all in years 
as well as ntyfelf$ andiueare to have afamiiy meetings to takeout 
leave final as to this life. It has brought a great folemvity upon n.y 
fpirits i and nuould be too much for ir.y feelings ^ bad I not all the 
reafon in the world to believe that our next meeting ixjill be in glory » 
Mr* IVhitfeld u/ed often to put me in mind^ hovjjingulafly favoured 
Itvas. He had none of his family converted \ and my father and 
mother and three fifters ivere like thofe hleffed people^ Jnd Jefus 
loved Martha^ andher fifler^ and Laxarus; and, as thy Itned Him 
mgaiiti fo do we,** 

brated 
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bratcd re^kor of that parilh, Bernard Gilpin*. A 
fchool which flourifhcd much in the time of its 
fixinder j nor did it lofe its credit after his deceafe, as a 
^fcminary of found learning and religious knowledge, 
from which many have gone to our univerfities, and 
proved gr^at ornaments to the church and nation." 
Among thefe furely may be reckoned that eminent 
perfon who is the fubjcft of thefe memoirs : he was 
fcven years at Houghton fchool, and, having ac- 
quired all the learning which that inftitution afford- 
ed, was fent to Oxford in the year 1730 or 173 1 . He. 
was firft entered at Hertford College, and thence 
removed to Chrifl: Church. His tutor (as I think 
he has been heard to fay) was the Rev. Mr. Fifield 
Allen, who was afterwards chaplain to bifliop Gib- 
fon, archdeacon of Middlcfcx, fubdcan of the cha- 
pel royal, a prebendary of St. Paul's, . and editor 
of the three Eleclras ufed in Weftminfter fchool. 
His proficiency under his tutor, whoever he w^s, 
may be inferred from his early appearance as aa 
author, and that not of the common fort, but as 
one who had read much before he wrote any thing 5 
who had particularly ftudied the fcriptures in their 
original tongues, as an effentialy preparative for that- 
holy funftion to which he was deftined, and in 
which he afterwards excelled fo much to tlie edifying 
of the church. 

• See an account of this fchool in the life of Bernard Gilpin, 
ia the i^cond volume of.the Rev. Mr. Middleton^a biography. 

|).205,&C, . - 
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As a proof of his employment in thcfc feats of 
literature, and of the eftimation in which he was 
held by his fuperiors in them, we have a remarkable 
anecdote brought forward in the excellent fermon* 
upon his death preached and publifhed by his late cu- 
rate and prefen^fucceffor in the church of Blackfriars, 
Drefs was never bis foible y bis mind was Juperior to 
Jucb borrowed ornaments ; and^ immerjed in nobler fur^ 
Juits of literature^ btfore conjecrated to a fiill more ex*-,- 
alted purpo/ey be paid but little attention to outward 
decorations^ Being objerved to pafs hy^ ratber negfi^ 
gently attired, a vijitor inquired of Ms friend, a mafi^- 
of me of tbe colleges. Who is that flovenly perfm with 
bis ficckings down ? Tbe mafter repUed^ That flovenly 
perfon, as you call him, is one of the greatefi ^iujes , 
of the age, and is likely to be one of tbe greatefi men in 
tbe kingdom'*. 

He refided principally at Oxford till he took his. 
degree of Mafter of Arts, which he did on the fif- 
teenth day of Ocftoher 1737, having been ordained 
a deacon at Hereford a year before by the then bifliop 
of that fee. Dr. Henry Egerton ; whether by a norpj^ 
nation to* a cur^ in his diocefe, or by letters dimiflory 
from fome other bifhop, is not certain. His firft en- 
gagement, after he was in orders, was the curacy of Loe 
Trenchard, near Lidford in Devonfliire. He went 
there upon a vifit with one of his cotemporarica 2ft. 
Oxford, whofe father lived at Lidford 5 and upon 

• See Mr. Goode*s funeral fermoa stnd the authorities thero^ 
referred to. 

th»" 
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the exprafs conjditM>o that his friend wcftild -find, him 
ernp.]|pyment,b t}).t way of his profeflion. . 'Thiscmn 
pjoymenc was accordingly found for him in tko 
church afpremertfionied, , which he fexved for fijD 
monthsi tgoft. probably, of th^ year ia. which he took 
his maftcr's degree. . In the yoai: following he was 
rcfident at Epfom y^ Surrey, as. appears by 4 lettco 
dated from that pUce Odpb^iv 4ih, Ji.yj8,. and 
written |o Mr* Warburton upqrt {h^- publication of 
|us firft volqnie of .the Divinf.iLjsgation ofvMcfcsi 
of which letter, fome ooticc /h^U be prefcnijy^fftkfiOt 
And on the fifteenth day of December in the fanic 
year he was. ordained a prieft tgr the then blfbpp c4 
Winchefter, Dr. Benjamin Hoadly. His tide for ftr-^ 
^ers w^s moft probably , a nofpinaition to th^.^bitach 
of Banftead, which he fcrvcd .fer fome ye^rs .jedgCti 
thcr with that of Horjon in Middl^fWj bcii^g.curato 
to Mr« Edwards, who had both thofe livings. Ac 
Banftcad he became ^u^inted yrith Sir Djaqiei 
Lambert, who had a coun^cy h<?sfe.in ^hatp^fti^ 
an alderman of the city pf L^don, a<id ;ekifted 
lord mayor in* the year *7^i* . Mr. Romainci.'wail 
ap]pimed hiif chaplain, and £o had a door .of ucterr; 
ance opened to him in the cathedral cbUrch. of 
St. Pauli where he delivered tjie fecond /ermoa 
that he printed ^'th.e 14th and X5th verfesi.iQfjtho 
iecon4 chapter of the Epiftle to the Romjaas:; iri 
which is to. be found a critical and,^ chriftian iH^ra-f 
|ion of that diflicult paffagc. Though we ^o not 
difcover in this fcrmon the fame fertile cxpcrkncej^ 
. . ' B 4 Ufc, 
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ofe,' and application of the truth, as arc to be found 
in his later writings; yet we difcover the fame 
tntth itfeif by which he wqs then made free from 
the errors of the day, and in the knowledge and 
chjoymentof which he lived and di^el. We difco- 
ver in it the r^afoning of a logical head, the writing 
of a^claffical pen, the religion of a believing heart, 
tod thcpreaching^of a found divine. The p<Mnt 
evidently 'puffued in i« is redemption from fin by 
the blood of Jefus, as it wis revealed from God to 
Adal^, :ikhd through him to the patriarchs 5 to Mo* 
fes and thfe prophets, and tJirongh tlietn to the If- 
raelites; and as it was conveyed to the gentiles; 
before the preaching of the golpel among them, by 
tradidon ; which is the only probable caufe of therr 
iacnfices, or appealfing the 'Deity by the fliedding 
of blood, a ciAom fo unnatural in itfeif^ and yet 
fo univcrfally prevalent among them. In fhort, the 
cbjeft of this difcourfe is to prove that a creature, 
whether upri^t or fallen, was never made to teach 
himfelf, but to learn from bis Maker ; and to haH 
forth to men the only religion which is fuired to 
their fallen condition ; not as the religbn of nature, 
but as the religion of grace j not as- a human device, 
but as a divine revelation. And let the author of it 
be confidered as having attained only to the age of 
twenty-fevcri years, and he may bethought to have 
difcovered in it a maturity of judgment, a profi- 
deilcy of reading, meditation, and doctrine, to whicl^ 
^w in fa early a period of life have attained, ' 

. V ' .; The 
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The truth is^ he was a believer— poflefled of 
that unfeigned faith which dwelt in his father and bis 
mother before him, and we are perfuaded that it was m 
him alfo. And that from a child he had known the 
Jeriptures^ having ftudied them with that proper fa- 
cuky by which alone they are able to make us wi/i 
Unto fdhation, viz. faith which is in Cbriji Jejus:, 
2 Tim. 1. 5. ii. 15. 

The fermon which he printed prior to that jufll 
mentioned was one preached before the univcrfity of 
Oxford, March 4thy 1739, entitled, l^he Hivim 
Le,gation of Mofes demonftrated^ from his having mad6 
exprefs mention ef and infijiedfo much on the DoStrme of 
u.Future State : whereby Mr. Warburton^s Attempt /a 
fnme the Divine Legation of Mofes from the Omiffion of a 
Future State is proved to be ab/urd and deflruSiive ^ 
all Revelation. 

. This was followed above two years after by t 
fccond fermon upon the fame fubje<9t, and from. the 
fame text, entided, Future Rewards and Punijbments 
proved to be theSahilions of the Mofaii: DifpenfaiionL 
This fermon was preached at St. Mary's, in Oxford, 
in the end of the year 1 741, and prmted in the be- 
gining of the next year. . > 

Whoever wilhes to know more of this control 
verfy between Mr. Romaine and Mr. Warburton, 
may get fome information from the lccon<| volume 
of the hiftory of the worlcs of the learned for Au- 
guft 1739, where are to be found, Mr. Bfepraaine's 
prigin^l letter %o Mr. W^rburton^ and a fecond to 
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the editor of the General Evcnbg Pofti occaiiooied 
by the publication of the firft, with Mr. Warbur- 
ton's remarks in this paper. 

s There is nothing in them as to the main qucftion 
then in agitarionj but what is to be found in the . 
fermoas upoa the fame fubjcft, of which they ap- 
pear to be .fk^tches. One of them was written k| 
the fpirit of irony and farcafm, to a-pcrfon who 
koew the irfcof thofe weapdns much better than 
Mr. Romaine, and who needed them more in aid 
of. his ftrange paradoxes tl^n his opponent did ia 
foppoiJt of found doftrine. In this fhbuld ap* 
pear> as a good judge hath informed usi incorrupt^ 
nefsy gravity i fincerityy Jound Jpeech ibai camot ^ 
icndmmed \ that be wbo is of a contrary part may Ar f 
vpamedi having no evil thing to Jay of you. Tic iL 
7, 8. Thefe are weapons with which they who are. 
iraliant for the truth may always conteod lawfully. 
Nor is the want of them ta he complained of in Mr. 
Romaine's fermons upon this controverfy. Mr* 
Warburtpn's complaints againfl: him were, that he 
profeffed adrhiration for a !worJc and its authoii- 
which he did not mean^ and. put into the mouths .of 
others, in a private letter, what he afterwards pub- 
lifticd as his own arguments againft the plan of the 
divine legation. The whole account was infcrtcd 
in the periodical hiftory of letters before mentioned 
at the requeft of Mr. Warburton, by his friend Mr- 
Birch, who was afterwards Dr. Birch, and librarian 
of the Bridfli Mufeum i and who has been pleafed 
4 x% 
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to tntich this famous repofitory with the tnanu- 
ibript letters which occafioncd the infertion of it. 
Neither the printed account nor the manufcfipt let- 
ters will repay the trouble of reading theih. The* 
one is the reprefentation of enemies, to whom Mr. 
Romaine laid himfelf open ; the others are the 
itioft fcurrilous efFufions of malevolence, abulive 
language, and opprobious names, in the flowing 
ftyle of Mr. Warbui^ton, Both parties are dead, 
and their difputes forgotten. Nor could it anfwer 
any good purpofe to revive them j unlefs this 
tranficnt rccoUeftion of a period, in the life of an 
eminent man, may- operate as a. caution to young 
liien to be fober-mindcd, to ftudy godlinefe and i 
holy life, and to leave the arts of controverfy, till 
the wit or the warmth of youth have been correfted 
by the wifdpm and temper of age. 

Mr. Romaine was at this time engaged in pre- 
paring for the prcfs a new edition of the Hebrew 
Concordance and Lexicon of Marim de Calafio ; a 
work which employed him fcvcn years, and. the 
firft volume of it was publilhed in the year 1747. 

Wbilft hens juftly celebrated as the editor of Ca-- 
lafio, he is perhaps no lefs juftly cenfured for hav- 
ing omitted his author*s account of the word which 
is ufiially rendered Gvd^ and having fubftituced his 
own in the body of the work. This is what noi 
editor can have a right to do by any author. Had 
Mr. komaine left Calafio's-expofition of the word 
in its place, and given his own in a note, or in the 
* ^ c rnar^n. 
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tnargin^ he might have had the credit of having re- 
ftored to light, without the charge of having depre- 
ciated, one of the beil and mofl ufcful works that 
ever was publiflied. 

Though I agree with Mr. Ron^aine in the inter* 
pretation of the word, not only as it is a plqral 
noun defcribing a plurality of perfons in the divine 
eflence, but as it is a derivative of a verb, which 
fignifies to Jwear^ and fo defcribes thofe perfons 
under the obligation of an oath, yet I do not under- 
take his vindication in th\s inftance. 

But he thought himfelf excufable, and made his 
own apology in an addrefs to the reader which he 
prefixed to the work. His words are thcfe ; " I 
have endeavoured to perform the office of a faithful 
editor; you have Marius himfelf not in the leaft 
diminilhed or added to, excepting only one place^ 
and that of fuch great confequence, that I Ihould 
have thought it a crime, if I had neglected ta 
aniend it. This I have done with the beft inten- 
tion, and only this once; I hope therefore that it may 
be pardoned*.' ' To which he adds that he has 
marked this place with inverted commasi as he has 
many of his additions under the particles. 
. He has therefore warned the reader of what he is 

* Fidi Editoris officio fangl conatus (urn ; Marium ipfuxn har 
bes ne minima quidem ex parte vel imminutum vel exaudum^ 
9iittm modo locam excipias, eumque tarn magni quidem mo* 
mentis ut criminis duxifTem fane, fi emendare neglexifTem- Hoq 
cptimo feci animo, nee plus vice fimplici j fpero igitur et ig- 
nofcendum^ - . _ • 

» .to 
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to expeft, and has made his own cxcufe, by which 
he muft ftand or fall in the pubHc opinion. He was 
a man, and, in common with all others, liable to err : 
he was a young man when he was the editor of 
Marius, and ftill younger when he was the antago* 
nift of Mr. Warburton. In both inftances he may 
have fallen into miftakes, which days that Jfhould 
/peaky and multitude of years that Jhould /peak wi/dom, 
might have correfted or prevented. 

Veram ubi plura nitent non ego paucla 
OfFendar maculis quas aut incuria fudic.^ 
Aut humana parum cavit natura. 

But where there are fo many fliining qualities in 
a charafter, and fo many excellencies in his life and 
writings, I will not take offence at a few blemifhes, 
which incaution may have fcattered here and there, 
or againft which human nature is provided with no 
caution at all. 

We leave, therefore, the controverfial divine, 
and the laborious editor of the Hebrew Lexicon 
and Concordance, and proceed to the contempla- 
tion of a man, who, having acquired a degree of 
eminence from the fruits of his youthful ftudies, be-^ 
came ftill more eminent as a minifter of the church 
of England ; who, for the Ipace of forty-fevcn years, 
from that period, preached and adorned thedoftrinc 
of God his Saviour, with a fteadinefs and confift- 
cncy almoft peculiar to himfelf j and who has left 
a teftimony for the truth in his life and writings, 

S * which 
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whkh rinks him among the noble army of wit- 
nefles, who, having praifed God updn earthy (hall 
praifc him for evermore in heaven. 

It was certainly Mr. Rom^ne^s plan, after he had 
/finiflied his edition of the Concordaoce and Lexi- 
con of Marius dc Calafio, to have returned into his 
native country ; and he had aftually packed up his 
.trunk, and fent it on Ihip-board with that view. 
But God had other plans for him. For as he him- 
fclf was going to the water fide, in order to fecure 
his own paflage, he was met by a gentleman, a 
total ftranger to him, who alked him if his name 
was not Romaine. He replied that it was. The 
gentleman had formerly been acquainted with his 
father, and, obferving a ftrong refemblancc to him 
in his fon, was induced to make the inquiry. Af- 
ter fome apologies for this abrupt addrefs, and fomc 
Jitde converfation concerning his family and him- 
felG the gendeman told him that the lefturcftip 
for the united pariihes of St. George's, Botolph 
Lane, and St. Botolph's, Billingfgate, was then va- 
cant ; and that, having fome intereft in thofe pa- 
rifljcs, he would exert it in his behalf, if he would 
become a candidate for the leftureflbip. Mr. Ro- 
maine confented, provided he fhould not be obliged 
to canvas in perfon; a cuftom which he always 
thought inconfiftent with the ^charafter of a clergy- 
man, and againft which he openly protefted many 
years afterwards, when he was candidate for the liv- 
ing of Blackfriars 5 fo that his objeftion to canvas 

•.was 
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^asfiot a hatly imprellion takeh up in his yOutl^ 
but a fetded perfuafion that continued with him i 
^ndj as he was never backward to acknowledge the 
obligation when received, fo, as Mr. Goodc juftlf 
obfcrves in his funeral fermoai it was ^^ not pride^ 
but principle/' -, 

It was in the year 1748 that he was chofcn LcC% 
turer of St. BotolpVs, and he is menrioned among 
the preferred in the Gentleman's Magazine for Not 
Vember of that year, as the cditcn* of Calafio's Die** 
tionary. 

It has been thought (and inferred from fome ex*- 
preffions of his own in one of his letters publiflied 
fince his death fcy Mr. Wills) that his determination 
to leave London was the rcfult of difappointment 
*and difguft. That he had come to the metropolis 
*' ftrongly intrenched in notions of his own exalted abi- 
lities, and flattering himfelf that he required no other 
recommendation to rapid preferment, where talent 
was always admired, and juftly eftimated *•" Ht 
is fuppofed to have alluded to fome circumftances 
of this kind in a letter to an intimate friend, in 
which he fpeaks of ** having known a very 
vain proud young man, who knew almoft every 
thing but himfelf, and was therefore very fond of 
himfelf; who met with many difappointments tQ 
his pride, which only made him prouder, till the 
Ix)rd was pleafed to let him fee and feel the plague 

^ * See Memoir of the late Rev. William Romalae in th« 
;llvangelicaJMifcellany for November i795» 
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i>t hh own heart. That, upon the difcovcry ol' thw 
he tried every method that can be tried to give 
•peace, but found none. In defpair of all things 
elfe, he betook himfelf to Jefus, and was moft 
tindly received. He trufted to the word of pro* 
mife, and experienced the fwcetnefs of the promife. 
After this lie went through various frames and 
trials of feith, too many to mention/' All this and 
TOuch more Mr. Romaine writes concerning him- 
k\(y to illuftrate by his own experience the truth 
of fuch fayings as thefe, that, " the Holy Spirit 
will glorify nothing but Jefus. He will ftain the 
pride of all greatnefs and of all goodnefs, excepting 
what is derived from the fulncfs of the incarnate 
God.'* 

I do not fee how it can be inferred from hence, 
that pride of heart, ilTuing in vain expcdlations of 
preferment, was the leading- feature in Mr. Ro- 
maine's charaftcr. It is well known how every 
chriftian thinks, fpeaks, and writes, of himfclfi 
each claiming a tide, which none but Paul would 
have given to Paul, of the chief of firmer s. It is well 
known alio, that every young man is naturally coa- 
ceited, and thinks more highly of himfelf than he 
ought to think, till he learns by experience to think 
otherwife. It was certainly with good reafon that 
St. Paul advifcd Timothy to exhort young people to 
hejober minded. 

Mr. Romaine, no doubt, had this leflbn to learn ; 

he had his Ihare of pride and vanity, and (according 

.to a common faying in the world) he had much to 

be 
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be projiid of j a good underftanding— a good educa* 
tioo'— great cxccUenq^ of fpcech, and mawj^ enticing 
l;hing$ of mafi'rS wijdom. He might raifc from hence 
/idcjail profpefts of worldly grcatncfs, and had reafon 
to be thankful, if he was difappointed ; if, walking 
by fiiitb and mthy fight y he couid ^xtitt the affiiStiom 
of God's people to tbe^ plenfures of fin^ and the re^ 
proacb of Chriji to- the treafures ' of Eppt. But as 
to, being fettled in the metropolis, many of his friends 
have heard him fay, that it was the thing *of aU 
pthprs which, he laft tliought of, and to which he 
was the leaft inclined. It may be fuppofed, indeec^ 
thatfroip the bent of his genius totheftudyof ftatur^ 
of minerals, foflils, plants, and the wonders of God 
in creation, that a country life, fo favourable to 
thefc purfuit5, would have been chofen by him. But 
God chofe otherwife for him i and by a circumftance 
as trivial to appearance, as it was accidental, but in re- 
ality a. turn of providence, fuch as decides theprefent 
condition of moft men, called him tothelefturefhipof 
St. Botplph's, and fo detained him in London, wher^ 
he was kept to the end of his exiftence as a witncfs 
for Jefus Chrift, with abilities as much fuited to thi^ 
rqcridiar, as thofe of the apoftle Paul to the meri- 
djans of Ephefus, Corinth, or Rome, 

In the year following, viz. 1749, he was chofen 
Icdufer of St. Dunftan's in the Weft* In the 
perfon of his predeceflbr * two lefturelhips were 

* Dr. Terrkk^ afterwards bifliop of Peterborough and 
London. 

C * united. 
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united, the one endowed, and founded by Dr. White 
for the ufe of the benchers of the Temple 5 the other 
a common parifti ledurclhip, fupported by volun- 
tary contributions, Mr. Romaine was eledted to 
both, and continued fome years in the quiet exer- 
cife of his office, till the faithful difcharge of it raifed ^ 
violent clamours and oppofition againft him. Thfr 
reftor th^n thought fit to difpute his right to the 
pulpit, and occupied it himfelf during the time of 
prayers, in order to exclude him from it. Mr. Ro- 
maine appeared conftantly in his place, to aflert his 
•claim to the lefturefhip, as well as his readinefs to 
perform the office. The affair was at length car- 
ried into the court of King s Bench*; the deci- 
fion of which deprived Mr. Romaine of the pariffi- 
ledturefhip, but confirmed him in that founded by 
Dr. White, and endowed with a falary of eighteen 
pounds a year. Left this fhould be removed from 
the parifh, the ufe of the church was granted him s 
but as Lord Mansfield's decifion was that feven 
o^clock in the evening wag a convenient time to 
preach the Icfture, the churchwardens refufed to 
open the church till that hour, and to light it when 
there ^yas occafion; fo that Mr, Romaine fiequently 
read prayers and preached by the light of a fingle 
candle, which he held in his own hand. The church 
doors being (hut until the precife moment fixed for^ 
preaching the ledlure, the congregation was ufually 



* In the year 1 762. 

affcmbled 
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ftfeembkci iri the ftrcct, and there tvaiting for ad» 
Jniffion* The confequcnqe was a concolirffc of peo* 
pie, collefted indeed without iioife and tlimult, but 
not without great incoriveniende to diofe who 
paffed that wayj among whom happened to be one 
evening the then bifhop of London, Dr. Terrickj 
who had been Mr. Romaine'3 predeceffor in the 
leaure(bip- Obferving. the crowds he inquired- into 
the caufe of itj and being told that it was Mn 
lioniaiine's audience in thefe circqfn(lances> he in- 
terfered with the reftor and churchwardens in their 
behalf, exprefled great refpedt . for Mn Romaine^ 
and obtained for him and his hearerSi that tlie fcr-* 
vice of the church Ihould begin at fix o'clock j thai 
the doors fhould^be opened in proper timcj ahd that 
lights Ihould be provided for the winGer feafdn* From 
this period Mn Romaine was eftablifhed in his mi'^ 
niftry at St* Dunftan's, and continued quietly in the 
cxercife of it, to the edification of many, until th« 
end of his life. Here furely he might fet up a way- 
mark in the courfe of his pilgrimagej and fay^ Aty 
Joul^ wait thou only upon God ^ for my epcpe^aiion is from 
Him^ Hi only is nrf rock and myfalvation, n^ de^^ 
fenccy tfhall not be moved. . Pfalm Ixiu 53 6* 

In the: year 1750 Mn;Romaine was appointed 
afliftant morning preacher irt the parifli of St 
George, Hanover Square* This ofiice is no fettled 
cftabli(hment> but merely dependent on the will of 
the redtor, and the perfon profcured by him at his 
own option and cxpence. The reftor, who both 
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called him to this ofiice, and removed him from itr 
was Dr, Andrew T rebeck. The firft a£t originated 
not in pcribnal friendfhipr but in the recommenda- 
tion of his cbaracSer ; the latter arofe from the po- 
pDlaritf and j^ainnefs of his miniftryv lit preached^ 
Christ ciiucjfii:I> among thofe who are leaft dif- 
pofed to receive him^ The church wse filled widv 
the poor, and forfakcn by the rich ; and that whiclv 
(as ^ nobleman is faid to have obfervcd) was never 
complained ©f in a playhowfe^ was admitted as 2^ 
^ft caufe of Gompkiat in- the houfe of God. Whea 
notice was giv^n him that the crowd of people at- 
tending from different parts caufed great inconvenr- 
ttjcc so the tnfeabwtant^y who ccmld Hot fafeJy get to^ 
their featSy he received-it in the raoft placid man* 
ner, and fatd, ^ he was willing to relinqinfli arr office 
which; he had faithfully performed^; hoping tha: hU 
doftrine had been chriftian,. and awning the incon- 
^thknct ^hich had attended the pariihioners/* In 
riiis 4 nftance, therefore, as well as in: many others,, 
fee fuffered as a chriftianj: and had reafon to rejoice r 
for ths Sfirk of gltrny and of God' refied upon bimy en- 
dowing him with the meeknefs and gi?nriehcfs of his* 
Mattery and enabling liim -to ferve his caufe by hi^ 
condudb, when- he could no loiiger do' it by hi& 
ferroons *•- 

. ^ , '^ 'Mr: 



*For iitformadon upoa thefe cxTcumftatvceSjia Mr. Komainc's 
life, I am indebted to the prefent redor of St. George's, the 
biibop of BriftoU and W the clerk 19 drdersy Nk. Trebeck, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( " > 

Mn'Romarnc efrfercd iipoti this office in Sfc 
<5earge's^ pairtfti Oil the firft of April 1750, aftd re- 
tired fforti it ow the wenty-eighth day of September 
1755, during ^likh tim* he preached occafionally 
at Bow church, in exchange i^fh Dr. Newton, (af- 
terwards bilhop of Briftdl) then rcftor of that parifla^ 
and lc6buFcr of St. George's/ Hanover Sq:narcii 
• aiid alfo at Curzon chapel, then called St. George'^ 
chapel, Mayfairy in exchange with Dr. Trcbccfc 
Jiimfelf, who was mornirig peacbcr there. 

The times ki which he wste ca-lied to the exerciie 
•of his rtiiniftry in the weft end of the metropolis 
were diftinguiftitd by feme fignal judgmcots of AT- 
mighty God 5 fiich partrcoiarjy as were the earth- 
<}uakes by which Lifbon was deflroyedi and Londo)! 
threatened, two ftiocks having been (ck m 1% arid 
a third' expe6ted* Thefe judgments were preceded 
by great profligacy of manners, and its fruitful pa- 
rent, licenrioufoefs of principle. •^ As to faith," 
fiiysonc who preached on that occafion, " are not the 
<lbftrincs of the ^Hnity, and divinity of our Lo^dznd 
^avmCTii wichoiit which our redemption is abfolutely 
Toidj and we' are yet in our fins, with the intdlera-' 
tie buj'den of the wrath of ^ God lying upon us, 

' Dr. Trebeck*s fon, to'whohi ' hM'IoVdfhip was fo good as tor re- 
fer me. The latter, after having given the abovs account of 
•Mr. Romairie's retirement from St. George's, adds the follow- 
ing words : •' I fhall be alivays ready to atteft his iea!, and in 
,(6onvcrfaciori with Him during that time, and occrfliott^lfy after- 
wards, I fouiid him mild and friendly/* ' " . , 
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blafphemed and ridiculed openly In converfation and 
print? As to unity of /pirit^ are we not diftraftcd 
and torn to pieces with fehifms and reparations ? And 
as to rigbteoujnejs gf lif^y ^re not the people of this 
land dead in trfpaffi^ andjinsj idlcncfs, drunkennefin 
luxury, extravagance, and debauchery? For tbefo 
things cometb the wrath of God, and difordcred na- 
ture proclaims the impending dijlrefs and perplexity 
of nations. And O may we of this nation never 
read a hand- writing upon the wall of heaven, in the 
illqminated capitals of the Almighty, Me ne, Mene, 
Tekel, tjpHARSiN : God bath numbered the king^ 
dom, andfinifhed it. ^ou art weighed in the balances 
of heaven, znA found wanting the merits of a rejcded 
Redeemer, and therefore thy kingdom is divided an4 
pven away *." 

. Mr. Romaine was not wanting upon the prefent 
occafion, as appears from two fcrmons in print, en- 
tided. An Jlarm to a Carelefs World, and, "the Duty 
6f Watchfulnefs enforced-, fermons, which arc not ex- 
ceeded in any of his writings, In both, and parti- 
cularly in the preface to thf former, there are fome 
valuable antidotes againft the prevailing philofpphjr 

• Sec a fermon preached before the univerfity of Oxford on 
Sunday Fcbrwary 15, 1756 j and ?it fevcrs^I other places, on q?- 
cafion of the late earthquakes and public fad, by George {loirne, 
M. A. and fellow of Magdalen college ; afterwards dean 6f 
Canterbury, and bilhop of Norwich. 

It is a pity that this fermon was not repented among thofe 
^ph have been coUcae4 into one volupie fincc his d?ath. 

of 
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of the day, which afcribed every thing to fecond 
caufes, and alcnoft denied the exillence of the firft, 
excluding the God of nature from the works of na- 
ture, and refufmg to acknowledge Him as the au- 
thor of judgments, and fin committed againft his 
divine Majefty as the caufe of them. This, as he 
tells us in the preface before- mentioned, was the 
philofophy of the year 1750, whpn the " learned 
accounted for earth(}uakes by changing their name 
into airquak^Sy and then they were explained philo-' 
ibphically/' 

Such was the (late of religion and morals, when 
he was called to bear his tcftimony in the fafhion- 
able world. Having received the miniftry of light 
and truth, be fainted not in the difchargc of |t, nor 
bad recourfe to the bidden things of dijhmejiy to re-» 
commend it : but i^ed great plainnefs of Jpeech^ that 
by manifejiation of the truth he might cowm^ hitnfelf 
to every man's confcience in the fight of God. He Ipoke 
freely of the manners of the great, and endeavoured 
fo bring them to an acquaintance with their own 
heart, as the feat and fourcc of all iniquity, and 
with Jefus Cbrift, ^s the great purifier of the heart 
through faith in his blood. With what judgment 
and clegraefs he brought thefc truths to the ears of 
the wife after the flc(h, the mighty and noble of 
this world, may be feen in Ipecimens of his preach- 
ing before them left in print, fuch as a fermon entit- 
ledy A Method for preventing the Frequency of Rob-^ 
heries and Murders \ and another Difcourfe on the S^lf* 

C 4 - exijitnce 
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' exigence of Jefus Cbrifti both delivered at St. 
•George's, Hanover Square. 

It was in this period of his life that Mr. Romaine 
was called to the profefforlhip of aftronomy in 
Grefham college. He had not the higheft opinion 
'of the religion, morals, orwifdom of the age; and 
.in the difcharge of his duty in this new office he 
purfued a plan which ran counter to them all. He 
attempted to prove, that God was bed acquainted 
with -his own works, and had given the beft ac- 
count of them in his own words. He difpu ted fome 
part . of the Newtonian philofophy with a boldnefi 
and banter, which were ndt likely to be well re- 
ceived,- when derogating from the honour of a man, 
who was held litde lefs than divine. And as he ob- 
ferved in the 'mathematics, aftronortjy, and geo- 
metry of the day, '" a difference in their demonftr^- 
tions of no lefs than one hundred and twenty-one 
millions of miles- s" fo he fpoke of the " modern 
divinity as bringing you no nearer than one hundred 
and twenty one millions of miles fliort of heaven." 
The only traces that I have ever met with of his 
conduft in this profeflbrfhip are to be found in the 
Gendeman's Magazine for the month of March 
1752. The reader may have recourfe to this ac- 
count, if he pleafes, and muft judge for hirafelf how 
far it is juft and impartial. 

If Mr. Romaine quitted this office in enmity with 

the world, he quitted it no doubt in friendfcip 

with God, for he had God's honour at heart, how- 

8 ever 
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«v<?f ht thight rtot hav^ cortfakcd his o\*h r lie ha!4 
ihdfeforc God's promife in hand, ^ey that hofwur 
tne^ Iwillhcmttr. !n proof of^ thk I cannot bui: 
*»bferve, that \«^hatevef credit he loft in the city of 
Loftdon-, as' profeflbr of philofof^hy in Gre&amr 
colkgc, he retrieved it an hundred-fold in a bufi- 
l)efs df a very different natufc which happened dboat 
the fame time, I mean the fartions JewBUL By his op- 
pofitionto which, both in preaching and print, ht rofc 
and increafcd in favour with God and man. His rcafoir-- 
jhgs Upon this fubjeft, and anfwers to every thing that 
was attempted in vindication of a projeft fo contrary 
to the decrees and dcclaratidns of heaven, and fo hr- 
jurious to the religious, civil, and commercial inte- 
Tt^% of this country, were colleflied by himfcif in t 
pattiphiet, which waJ reprinted* by thc^ dtizens of 
London in the year 1753, and it is a mafterly per* 
fbrmance, which will bear printing again. 

Mr. Jones, intfis life of Dr. Home, late bifhop 
ic£ Norwich, with which he has juft favoured the 
world, has a paflage fo much to our prefent pur* 
pofe, that I have taken the liberty of tranfcribing 
it. '* In the year when the Jew Bill was depend- 
ing, and after it had pa(fed the houfe, he (Mc.'^ 
Home) frequently employed himfelf in fending' trf 
an evening paper of the tirrx, certain communica- 
tions, which were much noticed, while the author 
was totally unknown, except to fome of his neareft 
acquaintance. By the favour of a- great lady, it wai' 
my fortune (though then very young) to be 2tt a 

uble 
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tabic wlicrc fome pcrfons of the firft quality were 
aflcmbled, and I heard one of them * very earned 
on die matter and ftyle of fome of thefe papers, of 
wliich I knew the (ecret hiftory^ and was not a little 
diverted when I knew what pafTed about them.. 
To the author of thefe papers the Jew Bill gave io 
much offence (and the Marriage Bill not much 
Icfs), that he rcfufed to dine at the table of a neigh- 
bouring gentleman, where he was much admired, 
only becaufe the fon-in-law of Mr. Pelham was to 
be there ; he was therefore highly gratified by the part 
taken in that perilous bufinefs by the Rev. William 
Romaine, who oppofed the confiderations difperfed 
about the kingdom in defence of the Jew Billy with 
a degree of fpirit and fuccefs, which reminded us of 
Swift's pppofition to Wood's Halfpence in his 
Drapier*s Letters," 

This honourable mention of one, who is now lite-, 
rally a departed brother f , reflefts equal honour upon 

* Lord Temple. 

f A name gvvea to Mr. Romaine by ctrtmn gintlmiH^ whoft 
0t9l9iy was fo ably written by one who rofe to the biihqprick of 
Norwich. They may all be ranked among the brighteft orna^ 
ments and befl friends of the church of England. They differed 
from Mr. Romaine only in the ufe, application, and enjoyment 
of the truths they held, which he fought perfonally for himfelf^ 
and in the boldnefs and fervent zeal with which he endeavoured 
tQ propagate them to others. This happy, or unhappy turn (as 
the world is pleafed to call it) led him into what fome of his 
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Mm that made it, nor can it fail of giving plcafurc to 
all lovers of peace and truth, as it brings two old 
friends and acquainuncc together, who purfucd the 
fame path of ftudy, though they have been caft into 
different habits of life, who have contended for the 
fame faith, fought with the fame weapons, wor- 
ihipped the fame God, and fteadily adhered to the 
fame communion. Why Ihould a doubt be enter- 
tained of their happy meeting in heaven, and of 
jtheir rejoicing together in the beatific vifion of the 
Lord their God * ? Why (hould fuch a doubt arifc 
even from their laft meeting upon earth ? which was 
indeed extraordinary, but of which no notice might 
have been taken in thefe memoirs, had it not 
m.^de its firft appearance in the Evangelical 
Magazine, under the fignature of T. H., as an 
*^ anecdote of Mr. Romaine, more charadteriftic 
of the man (as this writer is pleafed to fay) 
than might be found in twenty lives of him.** 
Hq^ far the trait, as he has drawn it, is lovely 
in the ^ charadcr of a " venerable faint," every 
pne muft judge for himfelf who reads the ex- 
tra<ft from the Magazine for the month of 
M^rch, as it is given verbatim in the note 

former friends called ferioas mifiakes and irregularities. But 
(he church of England had never a more ducifuly aiFe£tionate> 
/^nd illuArious fon, than William Romaine. 

'\\ below 
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below*. The truth, as I have it under the 
hand of one prefent at the interview, was fimply 

this* 

* •« If twenty lives were written of Mr. Romaine, they Will, 
I am confident, produce nothing more charafleriiiic of the man, 
than the following anecdote. I infert the names, perhaps you 
will prefer the initials. T. H. 

*« About three weeks before the lail illncfs of that venerable 
patriarch Mr. Romaine, he was walking in the city^ and foL 
lowed clofe by Dr. G. of Iflingtdn, and Mr. J. of Pluckley, whi 
had been formerly his intimate acqnaint^ce, and, like manjr 
other old HutChinfonian friends* had long forfak^n and Jhunned 
iiim. His friendihip, ik^y knew^ was not the road to Can* 
terbury.'* 

Niger efl, hatoc ta Romane caveta; 

Dr. G. (aid, •* Thsn goes Mr. Komaine, jufi before m,^'' Mr, 
J^. replied, " He is an old acquaintance of mine** and in his face- 
tious manner, whi!))ped by Mr. Romaine, and turning round* 
lto}yped hinft full; juft then Dr.- G« was at hi^ elbow. Mr. 
Romaine looked at him — *• Do not yon know me, Mr. R. V* 
faid he. " No,'* faid the venerable faint, " nor my Rafter 
neither ;" anVl, turning round on his' hed, crofTed the way* witli 
contempt and indignation, leaving them confounded at this 
vnexpeded reception.)'* 

§uch is the famous anecdote which is to fupply the place of 
twenty lives ! It imprcffed the prefent reftor of Blackfriars 
as fuch a ftigma upon his late venerable friend and preHeceffor, 
as well as fuch an undeferved refle£lion upon a great charader, 
now living, that He inmediately fent to the edkors of the 
Evangelical Magazine the f^sltowing letter. 

Sir, 

In your Magazine for the laft month f obferved an anecdote 
of my late venerable redor, Mr. Romaine, which, had it been 

true. 
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tilts. A Iktle while before Ae death of Mr. Ro^- 
maine, Mr. Jones and Dn Gaikin overtook him io 

ChcapGdc, 

true, I was at a lofs to accoont for the reaforrs of its infertion* 
If meant as a compliment, it ha» generally been underHood a* 
z reflexion ; while it cafts sm ondeferred odium alfo on tW0 
charaders that are very wortiiil^ refpe^ed. Bat as the dale- 
ment which has appicared is altc^ether erroneours, I haire no 
doubt but you will 1^ ready to counteract the eifed which it h^s 
f rodticed, by piiblifhing the circumftances, sts I received them 
from unqueltionable authority, not long after they took place. 
The Rev. Dr. G. and the Rev. Mr. J. were walking together in 
Cheapfide, whea the iight of Mr. Remains at a diiiance gave 
life to the following converfation. 

Mr. J^ There is Mr. Roipaine — Po you know him ? 

Dr, G. No. I have no perfonal acquaintance with him* 

Mr, J. Does he know you perfonally ? 

Dr. G. I am not fure that he does ; have you any knowledge 
of him? 

JJ/r. y. Yes. Some years ago we were very intimate, and 
he haa been at mj houfe ibme days together ; I will ipeak ta 
him* 

\As Mr. RiMQaine caioe near, he was addrefled by Mr. J. ii^ 
chis jpanner-^How do yoo do, Il(r. Romaine ? I do not know 
ifirbetW you ferget one Witliam J. I do. not forget you. To 
)j^hiph Mr. Romain« replied* '^ No* nor my Mailer neither,.!' 
kppf ,'' Without waitiiig for a reply, he croffed the ftreet, 
aod pa&d on. In whatever way Mr. Romaine's anfwer be un« 
derftood* it implies no fuch refledion on Mr. )• as is fo (b-ooglir 
«larked ia cheibttement yoa have given. . I am rather inclined 
to ihink h,e meant it asr a compliment, aa I have heard him exprefs 
himi(elf in ^as of great rtfpeC^, as to the perfon he then fpokq^; 
!#• 

No idea of ^frefped need be attached to his imnoedi^tely 
F^'&tt rfrom them, for it wai what Mr. Romaine would Ut^ 

quently 
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Chf apfide, and Mn Jones very good-naturedly pfd- 
pofed fpeaking to his old acquabtance, and on 
getting up to hiin^ he faid with a cheerful counte- 
nance^ " Mr. Romaine, I do not know whether 
you recoUedt one William Jones, but I do know 
that I do not forget you.*' To which Mr. Romaine 
made a laconic reply, which neither of the gendc- 
men diftinftly heard, but the words impreffed uponf 
them at the moment were, " No, nor my Mafter, I 
hopCi" and true it is, that Mn Romaine, after 

quently do to his mod intimate friends, as he had almoft a< 
great an averfion to flop talking in the llreet, as in the churchy 
in the latter of which he was fo remarkable, and fo worthy of 
imitation. I conceive. Sir, it is a jullice due to all parties to 
infert this, for the authenticity of which I am refponfiblc. 

I am yours, 
Blackfriars, March 23, 1796. "William Goodb« 



Why was not this letter inferted, or at leaft acknowledged ? 
Should not a work, called •' Evangelical," be careful to fpeak 
evil of no man ? Should it not, if it accufe falfely, take the earliefl 
opportunity of acknowledging its error ? Is it fair to fuppofe that 
Mr. J/s intimacy with Mr. Romaine (hould have been difcoor- 
tinued from an idea that it would obHrud his preferment ia the 
world ? Does not the charader of Mr. J. as a fcholar, a clergy- 
man, and a chriAian, Hand too high to be foiled by a paragraph 
in the Evangelical Magazine } Or is it to be inferred, from the 
general tenor and tendency of his life and writings, that the Judge 
of quick and dead will deny him at the great day, and include 
him in that awful fentence, Depari/rom mf, Imvar kmwyou? 

having 
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having made this anfwer, turned upon his hcrl, and 
croflcd the ftrcet, leaving them not ^ litdc aftonifli- 
ed at this uncxpcfted recepdon. It might be un- 
cxpefted to them, but it was not an uncommon re- 
ception for Mr, Romaine to give in the ftreet to 
his moft intimate friends. He had a natural quick- 
ncfs, and fometimes roughnefs in his manner, which 
were often miftaken, when rtot meant, for anger 
and rudenefs. He was fddom in the ftreet, but 
upon bufinefs ; and being intent upon his engage- 
ment, and as frugal of his time as he was prodigal 
of his labour, he feldom fainted any man by the 
zi^ay, neither was it his cuftom to/all out by the n^ay. 
It is probable that he meant to caft no refle6Hofi 
upon his old friend, but to ftir up his pure mind hy 
way of nmembrancey and to exprefs a chriftian hope, 
that as he had recognized the fervant, he had not 
forgotten his Lord and Mafter. Nor is it likely that 
he fliould then treat one with contempt, with whom 
he had formerly lived in habits of friendfliip, and 
of whom he had always fpoken to others with re- 
fpeft and afFedlon. Mr. Jones could have had noi 
thing b view but good will and good manners, 
and though he might have been hurt at this fort of 
reception from an old acquaintance, there is no 
rcafon to think that he is now ill-a|Fefted towards 
him, or that he defigned any other than an honour- 
able mention of him, after his deceafe, when he iq* 
troduced his name into the life of Dn Home. 
Juft however as the comparifon may be between 
I the 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 3^ ) 

the Ijpmt and fucpofsHxf Dr. Jonathan Swift and Mt^ 
William Romainc, the caufts ia whichAcy were en- 
gaged will adnut of no comparifcMi. Permiffion to ait 
individual to coin halfpence may be produftivc of 
ipifchief; a$ injurious, to ,trade^ and as exciting to 
envy; but an attempt to naturalize the outcs^s of 
heaven, who havered t^ tbi meafure of their iniqujt^ 
iiesy in crucifying • their King, was an attecjpt 
ag^inft the laws and authority of the Moft High^ 
no leis daring than that of the a^ftate emperor to 
rebuild Jeruf^legi. It was an attempt which proved 
,the infidelity of the tirne^ in which it was made, for 
had Mofes and the prophets been confulced, tbty 
iad inforn[ied the world ages before, that the JeWs 
ftiould be a proverb y m aftontfimenty and an hiffingf 
among all nitions, until their cbnverfion to God^ 
and their acknowk^gment of \h^ifame J^, whom 
ifjmrjathers crucifedy as \jokx> md Chhist. As 
BO ad of parliftment can convert, ib none can jfafU-* 
rfilize them. It is furprifing that the fulfilment cjf 
the fcriptures in thcdifperfion Jinddilgrace of that 
cxtraprdinary'rp.fi<>ple has nof m-sre efledt than k 
fccms to have uppn . fceptical minds. The veracity 
of the bible >ye cannot difpute, but the contents of it 
we cannot re^c^jye, as Jong: as we are influenced 
by the fpirit ^f %ht . world ; nor yfiU argunients or 
fgfts convince us, \yh^ our vices and inclipation$ 
oppofc them, *. 

It has been %h^ opinion of thofc who have been 
bed accjuainted wirh divine truth and human nat^irc, 

that 
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tli^ thie chmity of the one agalnft the other is not 
fe much in the head: as in the heart of. mam The 
s apofUe indeed ,reprefcn?s the heart as the feat of 
faith, and of infidelity j for as he tells us in one place, 
that mPb the hisart man Mievitb unto righteou/mfs^ 
ib he guards u$ in another againft an evil heart o/uutx 
beliefiin departing from the living God. I hav:e bjccn, 
tdd (and I think by Mn Rooiaine himfelf ) thatthe 
kte.ReVi, William Grimflbaw, minifter of Haworth 
i^ Yorkftiire, uied to be much with lady Huntingdon 
when fhe was in that part of the world; and hacl 
^quent; arguments with her fon,.thc late lord Hun-^ 
tingdon, upon the fubjedt of religion. In one of 
them he faid, " I perceive that your lordftiip's quar- 
^^1; vith religiqii is not in, your head, but in your 
h^rt." His lordlhip was fo affedted with the re-^ 
m^ifk) that he never encountered that antagonifi:^ 
again.. 

' As. thi3 Mr.'.Grimlhaw was an eminently pious 
and laborious clergyman* (perhaps the moft fo of 
his own or any other time), fo he was among the 
particular friends, of Mr. Romaine, Soon after 
his death, which happened in the year 1763., Mr.- 
Romainie preached at Haworth. His text was that 
well chofen paffage, Afts xi. 13, fFho, when he came, 
and hadjeen- the grace of God, Mvas glad, and exhorted 
them all that with purpofe of heart they would cleave 

* I am happy to Rear that his life is coming before the pjubltc, 
Irom the pen of a well-known^ a moft able and ufefal writer. 

D unta 
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imto the Lord. The diflr^fs of'the people lor the 
lo(s of fo valuabk a maDj and their anxiety about a 
fucceflfor^ were not to be defcribed. The fermon was 
ftriking and impreflivej and had the good tSt& of 
putting them upon fervent and united prayers for 
die continuance of their fpiritual privileged, and the 
ivent anfwered their utrnc^ wilhe$» The clergy- 
man who fucceeded was the Rev« John Richard* 
fbn> a perfon of an excellent fpirit, whofc views of 
divine truth were remarkably clear and evangelical 
and whofc unaffefted piety, and exemplary conduftj 
continued to be an ornament to the church of Godj 
and a bldfing to thiat parilh, till the year I79i> 
when he was called to his everlafting reft *. 

In February 1755 Mr. Romaine changed hts 
condition by marrying Mils Price, who no^fiis us 
a wid$w to lament the k>fs of a mod feithfol, afiec- 
tionate, and attentive hufband s and to whom l-tsiu^ 
this opportunity of exprefling my thanks for many 
authentic communications concerning him. Upon • 
leaving his fituation in St. George's, Hanover 
Square, or foon after, he became curate and morn- 
ing preacher at St. Olave's, Southwark, upon 
which office he entered m the beginning of the year 

* We arc indebted for this account to Mr. Whitaker, now of 
Ringway in Chefhire, who was born -in the parifh of Ha worth* 
<( And thongh,*' fays he, '* I did not hear Mr. Romaine preach* 
and was too young to have made any obfervations, yet I bav« 
often heard the people fpeak of it widx the great^fi fatisfadiioa 
and thankfulnefs.'* 
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17563 and continued in it to the year 1759; and 
to this congregation he dedicated his fermon upon 
the parat^e of the dry bones in Ezekiel, preached 
in their chyrchi and publifhed at their defire. He 
refided the firft year in the rcftory-houfe^ and 
removed from hence into Walnut-tree Walk, 
lLambeth« Here he had a delightful retreat, in 
ivhich he fpent fome of the happieft of his years, 
A licdc garden, ^hich he drefled, kept, and planted 1 
^nd a» he viewed the produftions of it with faith, 
and received them with thankfblefs, he convern^d it 
iHMQ inothtt Eden. Here he received his friend^ 
particularly ferious candidates for orders, and his 
younger brethren in the miniftry, admitting diem to 
his. early breakfafts, and feeding them with know- 
ledge and underftanding* An interview of this fort^ 
with ai f:]ergyman now living, has been kindly com- 
mu^iokwi to me, and the fpllowing account of it 
drawn. up by his own hand. ^' I breakfafted one, 
morning with Mr. Romaine, fomewherc I think in 
Lambeth par ifh, but it is now many ye^rs finoe. On 
liking the hfC^d prepared, which I thought good, he 
mendoned the cwcumftance of the late Dr. John Fo- 
^ergtll's having in fome cafes advifed the not giving to 
Cck people, and efpecially to weakly ailing children, 
preparations frpn) London bread, on account of the 
too frequent adukcration it underwent previous to 
baking. I was then a young clergyman, and fhall 
not cafily forget the manner (for I ftill feel the im» 
predion) of his turning the fiibjeft to the minifterial 

Da adminiftration 
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adminiftration of the bread of life to the people^ 
He touched very clearly and forcibly on a variety of 
modes by which the word of God was perverted, 
and the ilHeaven and other ingredients too often 
mixed with that heaven - imparted fuftenanec, 
which was intended to be meat indeed; and this he 
did in fuch familiar^ eafy^ and yet pointed terms, 
and with that paternal benignity of look, as left me 
equally pleafed, and, I truft, improved by the in* 
terview. It rendered bread to me of more value,f 
botlr as a fupport, and as a fign. I have yet cauie 
to thank him for the difcuflion it produced, and Ihall 
ever revere his memory for fo wcll-timed\and happ/ 
an alluiion. 

** The fame morning I remember well his men- 
tioning it as in his opinion a faulty to preach cen« 
forioufly, ifarcaftically, or harfhly of brethren in the 
xniniftry, or of others, however remote from our- 
fclves in matters of fentiment and perfuafion. My 
friend Mr. George Whitfield, faid he, one day 
told me very candidly, that there was a time in his 
life, when he thought he had never well clofed a 
fermon without a lafli at the fat, downy, doftors of 
the eftabliihment. At that period, faid he, I was 
not lean myfelfi though much flendererthan fince. 
I went on, however, and feldom failed to touch 
pretty fmartly upon the objcfts of my diflatisfadion, 
till one day, getting up into the pulpit in Totten- 
ham-court-road, I found the door apparcnriy nar- 
rowed, and moved in obliquely. The idea then 

ftruck 
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itruck me, that I was becoming, at leaft in appear- 
ance, a downy doflior myfclf i and from that time 
I never more made the downy doftors a fubjeft of 
calHgation,*' He afted wifely, finding it much 
more comfortable to himfclf, and more edifying to 
his hearers, to preach Chrift, and let other things 
and other people alone. 

Mr. Romaine, afcer he left the cure of St. Olave's, 
was morning preacher for near two years at St. 
Bartholomew the Great, near Weft Smithfield, and. 
r^emoved from thence to Weftminftcr chapel, where 
he had the fame office for fix months, till the dean 
and chapter withdrew their patronage and protec- 
tion from it, and refufed him their nomination for 
a licence to preach there. The pla,ce then fell into 
ether hands, and Mr. Romaine, who was immova- 
bly attached to the eftablifhed church, refigned that 
fituation. Nor had he any flated employment in 
the church, excepting the lefturefliip of St. Dun- 
ftan- s in the Weft, till he was chofeii to the re<5tory 
of Blackfriars in 1764, to which, owing to a dif- 
pute about the eledtion, that was fctried in the court 
of chancery, he was not admitted till die year 
1766. 

During the time in which he had no fetded em- 
ployment in the morning, ^e preached charity fer- 
mons in many churches in . London — fermons, 
which have been the means not only of fpreading the 
gofpel, but of proving its efficacy; for whatever 
ipay be ignorantly faid agaipft it as inimical to 

D 3 good 
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good worksj more good has been done by it> and! 
larger collcftions produced by the preaching of it> 
than by all the mere eflays upon charity put toge- 
ther. He preached often likewife at the Lock Hof- 
pital upon the firft inftitution of that charity, and the 
building of the chapel. Being honoured alfo a( 
Lambeth with the acquaintance of Archbiftiop Seek- 
er, he generally allifted in the parifli church, upon 
the firft day of the months it toeing the cuftoni of 
that venerable prelate conft^antly to attend, and to 
adminifter the facraraent of the Lord's, fqpper. 

In fpeaking of him as a preacher, we oughflftQij 
to omit his frequent appearances i^» that charadcr 
before the univerfity of Oxford.* He printed fbfft§ 
.of his difcourfes delivered there, luch as thofe vpon 
the Divine Legation of Mofe^^ xk^onji^tbutb's Voi»^ 
\ipon ihtjure Faund^Hony and upon the Lord our 
RicHTE0U5NEs^s. This latter he fem to the prefi, 
as being the laft which he was permitted to prcachj 
the pulpit being fefufed him in confcquence of if, 
and he pyblilhei it. with the feUowing dedication tO 
the Vice Chancellor; 

^* fo the Rev. Dr. Randolph^ Vice Chancellor of th 
Univerfity of Oxford, and ?rejidm if Corpus Cbrifii 

' College. 

WntN I delivered thefe difcourfes, I had no de^ 
fign to make them public 5 but I have been fincc 
coniptUcd to it. I underftand thdy gave great ofrs 

fence. 
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&ncei efpecially to you, and I nms^in confequenco 
thereof rcfafed the univerfity pulpit* In juftice, 
not to my{cl{, for I defire to be out of the queftion, 
but to the great dodlrine here treated of, namely, 
the Rightcoufnefi of the Lord Jcfus, as the only 
ground of our acceptance and juftification before 
6c»l the Fadier, I have ieitt to the prefs what was 
defivered from the pdpit. I leave the friends of 
cur cbttrch to judge^ whether there be any thing 
herein advanced contrary to the fcriptures, and to 
the dodrines of the reformation. If not, I am iflife# 
If, -there be, you are bound to m^ke it apptear. 
Tou h?vc a good pen, and you have great kifure $ 
jpisikt ufe of theai and I hope and pray you may 
make ufe of them for your good and mine. 

I am, with my conftant and hearty prayers for the 
univerfity^s profpcrity, 

Mr. Vice Chancellor, 

Your bumble StrVznt in Chiifk, 

"While there is nothing in theft fcrmons tha< ean 
impeach his charader as a fchokr, or as a divine, 
lihcre is fomething in the dedication prefbced to 
them, that does him grott hpnour as a gentleman 
^id a chrifti»^ * Whatever .rcafons. the univerfiiy 
had for fo fti|^atizbg a man, upon whoie lips they 
bad forflierly hung, charmed by his eloquence, and 
* . . D 4 edified 
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edified by ids dofbme^ jc is plain that hetbok thefaand* - 
fomeft kavc of them. He fcems to have departed 
from them as the apofties did from ik^ pre/^nce cf 
the council, which commanded that they Jhould not /peak 
in the nam Qf JtftdSy rejoicing thai they were counted 
worthy, tpji{ffer /home for his name. Afts v. 41, 4a. 

Tb5^.t Mfa Roiriaine neither cdmniittcd miftakes, 
nor betrayed. infirmities, is wbat.no writer of.Jii& 
Hfe will affirm ; nor would, any reader of it belie vse i> 
this would be to a^ffirm and believe. that he was not. 
9 mant But of hls.^fteady and uniform attachment 
tp the doftrines and difciplinc of the church of 
England, no doubt can be entertained. .It was an 
attachment which yielded to qo. diiiourageraents. 
on the one haad> to no alloreraents on the other;, 
for though preferment was withheld from him in 
England, it was held out to him in America, from 
whence the mod preffing invitations were fent to 
him to accept of St. PauPs church in Philadelphiaj^ 
with:'> ;falaiy of fii hundred, pounds a yeari an4 
thefe were fecoftded by the moft urgent and re- 
peated iritreaties of his friend Mr. Whitfield, who 
confidered him as perfecuted in one city^ and there- 
fpf^ c^eiirly galled to go unto another. \ But Mr. Ro- 
inaiiie lo^ed his church and his king ; and though he. 
fek jand: profeffed that afFedion .for Mr. Whitfield 
which c^eerji. lover of Jefw Cbrift muft feel for fa 
ahk and faithful a. preacher of 'his n«me, foufdfu}: 
an inftrument in the hands of God .of reviving the 
dodrines of the reformation in. this couf\try, yet he* 
. ,. J ncvef 
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nitir *cauH agree with him ia any mode of propa- 
^ting.the tnith itfd^ which: he thoxight inconlift^ 
cut with the line oF condudl prefcribcd to a clei^y* 
man. As to* America, where epifcopacy was nc* 
vci* likely to be cftablilhcd, nor monarchy to be 
iongendured^ it was!a foil by no means genial to him ; 
fae expedted therefore little from being tranfplanted 
into it; and he lived to fee many, who had fled to 
it, as an Uto[»a of religion and liberty, return with 
DO fmall delight to old England ag^in« ,- 

As aproof of his tuialterable regard fibr this church and 
nation, he firft printed'in 1 7 57, the yeir of his difmiC- 
fion from the univerfity pulpit, Jn E^rneft Im)itaimt9 
tbcFaefids-oftbc Efiaklijhed Church, fojoin withjeve^ 
xd^f their Bretbrttiy Clergy and Laity, in London, im 
Jbtting apart 6m Hour of^ery W^k for Prayer and Sup^ 
pupation during thefe troubkfome ^imes. ^ After having 
mentioned the motives and calls to prayer, he pro- 
ceeds to the matter of it, and invites us to ** pray for 
Ac peace of our eftabliflied church, anfl for all 'Or- 
ders and degrees of its minifters, beieeching God to 
give them' his grace and -heavenly benediftion, that 
both by their life and doftrine .they may fet forth 
his glory, and fet forward the falvation of all men. 
And . to the end there may hever be wanting fucti 
perfohs.m the churchy let us pray for all feipinaries 
of eKriftiah education, efpecially for the two univer- 
sities, &c.'^ .As a proof of hisgood wifhes tow^rdar 
all chriftian people, he adds, " May the God of love 
^iipQfc us alfo to ;pray fervendy for all the pipteftan( 

diflenting 
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t^flendng cdngregatiam which lore dx Loni Je^. 
in Ctnctrky. May he ihed diat love ad>road ia i^. 
our f6ul8f which alone can ei&Stually free us rfnm- 
party fpirit, &c/' This fame traft he reprktted in the 
year 1779^ ^^ sig^xn in 1795^ a few ntohdis befive 
his deith. And it is to be hopod thatbeii^ dtad^ ht 
will yet fpeak m it to many^aod excite them to die 
praftice of what he there recomnaehds* If any 
adcfitional arguments are warning to enforce tbk 
good work upon chriftiat^ beiides thofe in this 
ufcful Ikde tradt, they arc to be £>UQd m a fcrmon 
pubti^ed at the fame time widi the firft edition of 
it, cntided> " the Dtity of Praying for Others*** 
It was priftted, indeed without a name, but bore fudi 
IftdubitaWe mari^s of Mr. Roitiaine's ftylc and fpir itjr 
as to leave no doubt refpeding its atithdr, andirr-. 
deed it may be ranked among the bcft of hiis iw^-. 
ings. :; 

That ^hich he recommended to others^ he pnw^ 
tiidd hlmfelf, ^nd found fo much encouragement tor 
fray always md mt tofcmty as to be induced a ftw 
years afterwards to fend a chcular letter to every fc- 
riotw clergyman, whom he knew, and whom he 
remembered at the throne 4f grace, inviting thdtt 
ta let ^f t one hour in the week &>r calling ujpoa 
God; imploring his mency upon the e&ibli&ed 
chqrch, dtot he would revive his work in it, andj&nd 
forth more labourers into this part .of his harveft*. 
This letter will appear in the printed colIe6Uon^ 
but as it win bear a ftcond and a third readings -^as • 

die 
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Mr. Rooiaine in hh (Au^ctS: manner^ zs it is a true 
ipecimen of his zealous afitfkion in a good thin^ 
as ^el\ as of bis parti<:ular love to thts church and 
nation^ as it (bews his knowledge of himfeli^ loid 
cootatns much godly experience, which may be ufe^^ 
ful to others; it is here inTCrCed, as forrmng no in^ 
confiderable part of his htftoryi and may att the 
benefitsj chat he wi&edi be the frui£s of its j^H^ 
cation* 



'^ My dear hrother m our precious Jejus^ 

In the year 1756, a weekly hour of prayer wa^ 
agreed upon by feveral religious clergy and laity, 
in order to humble ourfclves under the mighty hand 
of God, till he Ihould be pleafed to put a ftop to 
the calamities of that time. He did hear jus, glory 
be to a prayer-hearing God, and he turned our fup- 
plications into praifes. About that period it began 
to be laid very near my heart to pray earneftly and 
often for the profperity of our Sion, for which I 
never fail to make interceflion in all my addreflcs to 
the throne of grace. But once a week, on Friday, I 
have what I call the clqrgy's litany. In which, af- 
ter general petitions for the out-poUring of the Spi- 
rit upon all the minifters of our chufch, I malie 
.inention by name of thofc my fellow-labourers, 
whom God has highly honoured in making them 
* 7 faithful 
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fiithful and iifeful in the miniftry. As I go over 
their names, recommending them to the care, and 
their people to the blefling of our Glorious Head^ 
it is my cuflom to alk particularly for them, fuch 
things as I know or hear they want. Your name 
lias been long in my lift, and you owe me many, ma- 
ny prayers, a lawful debt, which now upon demand 
I hope you will repay me. I afk it in juftice due 
to myfclf. 1 intreat it for the glory of our common 
Lord, and for the advancement of his own caufe 
and kingdom, and for your own foul's profperity. O 
that I may write any thing to ftir you up to pray, 
till you a« far outftrip me herein, as to make it a 
point of gratitude for me to pray more and more 
fervcndy for you. I will mention fome of the mo- 
tives which moved me to this prafticc, and fome 
of the advantages which I have found in it, and I 
beg of the Lord to make them the means of induc- 
ing yo#to join with me in this delightful exercife 
of brotherly love. 

I. One of the firft things which put me upon it 
was the frequent ufe of the hour of prayer, men- 
tioned above. We are called upon in fcripture to 
make fupplications, prayers, interceffions, and giv- 
ing of thanks for all men ; and we are very often 
exhorted to pray for the houfchold of faith, and 
more particularly for the minifters of it, agreed to- 
gether in this land to worfhip the fame Lord in the 
fame outward eftablifhment, to which' you and I 
are very clofely conneded both in profeffion and 

principle. 
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principle. To us^ as minifters, the command fhould 
be of great force — " Pray for the peace of Jeruia* 
km" — This peace depends upon the Lord*s fending 
and bleOing his ambafladors of peace. They are his 
, minifters attending continually for this very thing; 
He raiies them up, he fits them for the advance* 
ment of it; he prolpers them for the fake of the 
profperity of his church, as he fays, "1 will clothe 
the pricfts in Zion with falvation, and then her 
faints (hall (hout aloud for joy.'' For this reaibn we 
find St. Paul in all his epiftles defiring to be prayed, 
for — ** Pray for us" — for grace, for gifts, for fuc- 
cefs. He puts the churches upon alking what their 
minifters wanted. Although God has promiied it> 
yet he will be intreated for it. The prayer of faith 
never returns without a bleffing, which I have re- 
marked again and again to the praife of him who 
feys* "/^(k, and ye ftiall have," and this has been a 
, ^. Second argument very powerful with me. The 
command given to pray for the peace of Jerufalein 
has apromife — *^They (hall pfofper that love tbee." 
i^— This has been fulfilled. I have.fccn manifed - 
icnfible anfwers to this prayer — clear difplays of the 
faithfiilnefs of the promifc-maker. He has vouchr 
fafcd to give the dcfired mercy — not for the merit? 
of our prayers, . but for the fake of his own great 
Name. He put it into our hearts to fee what his. 
^ trhurch wanted, to alk the fupply of him, and now* 
having received it, to afcribe all the glpry to his. 
grace— ^^' Worthy is the Lamb." His kindncis hi- 
therto 
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tiicrto is t mighty encouragement to go on, anc) 
isa 

3. Motive for me to perfeverc, and for yoi^to 
join with me. He fays when the work i3 great and 
the rainifters but few— •^ Pray ye the Lord of the 
harveft that he would fend forth labourers intb his 
harvell field/* This was our Warrant to affc, 
and a(king in faith accordmg to his wiU> we had 
donfidenee in him that he would hear and an(Wdr 1 
and he has been as good as his word j we have tried 
it, and found it cannot be broken. For thefe laft 
efeven years we have been praying for more labouf- 
ars, and every year hfe has fent forth forae more. 
O that he may give the word, and greater ftill may 
be the company of the preachers. Have we not all 
the reaibn in the world to expeA it ? The promifo 
ftands fure-^his hand is not (hortened— his love ill 
not abated— -prayer has not loft its efficacy With 
htm to engi^ his love and power to fblfil the pro* 
rnife* Doubdefe more, more labourer^ ftiall be 
fentout, if more of us join in fervent prayer?, no- 
diing wavering. While we continue to pray, he 
will continue to anfwer. This is fixt as the throne 
of God—" I will not fuffer my faithfulnefs to fail/' 
O how has my dependance on his unalterable word 
been ftrengthened, by feeing it fo c6nftai)tly ful- 
' laicd \ and how has my attachment increafed-to our 
eftablifhed church, by his raifing up more minifters 
among us! Indeed he owns our eftabiifhment at 
this day; and thereby he encourages us to pray on 1 

and 
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and if we do, wc may hope to fee greater things 
tlian thefi% May you and I iind reaibo to be afking 
the enlargement of Chrift's kingdom in our land» 
ttfta.te rcmoyc us inUQ his kingdom of praife. 

4, Th^fc argumf nis. are wndnuiiUy enforced by 
Ac conftraining love of Jefu3, which keeps the foul 
in a gQod frame to pr&y for the advancement of his 
hpmxir and glqry. While I find a warm heart to 
him, I cannpt help wifhing that others may be woa 
9v^ tp th^ love of him. To iet him for(;h^ that 
^y may behold his matchlcfs glory, 'is our office^ 
Ev^iy gpfpel minifter is railed up to found aloud 
'^ pC^uJ^ of the wonderful peribnj^and of the in« 
^ftit^y perfca work of th? divine Sayjour, ^n yjhow 
^1 th^ perfeftioDs of the Godhead ihjne out in the 
richeft difplay of their beauty, love^ and power, 
Th? gofpel-miniftty was ordained for this purpofe^ 
and it is blefT^d to this day to t^e hearts of poor 
linners^ by bringing them to &e, to adqiirei and to 
enjoy tb|e loye of the Father through the falvadoQ 
of the Son, by the grace of the Spirit. This ia 
the mixuftration, which exceedieth in g)ory, O.what 
an honour is it that we (hould be called. to partake 
of thefc bleflings ourfdvcs, and that by our meana 
^, Lord wouldi and does, convey them to our 
p^c^le. The fenfe of this is conftrainin^^ Under 
the influence of it we cannot but pray for hi^ mi^ 
inifters, that they may fpread his gofpel, and advano? 
Jiis feme O, for more love to this precious Jeiiis ! 
,^nd to his caufc in your heart, it will be as a thou- 

fand 
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&nd arguments to put you upon praying for an 
increafe of labourers^ and £br an tncreafe of ufefiil- 
nefs in thofe be has already fent out: and, if you do 
pray thus, and continue topray, it will be the moft likely 
means of your experiencing more of his love, for he 
cannot alter the word that is gone out of his mourfil 
His promifc to them that pray for the peace of Je- 
rufalem is, " They (hall profpcrwho love thee," 
which is a ^ 

Fifth encouragement. It is good for our own 
fouls. They profper by it ; while we arc concerned 
for the honoUr of Jefus, and for the advancement 
of his gofpel, we are taking the beft care we can of 
our own intcreft. The foul that watereth others, 
fiiall be Watered itfelf; fo it prolpers. The prayer 
for blcflings on our fellow-labourers brings a fliower 
of bleffings into our own bofom. I (hould be very 
Unthankful, yea, beyond meafure, if I did not ac-r 
knowledge it. I have not prayed in vain for thefe 
eleven years. No. I have indeed profpercd, and 
have received many mercies j fome I will mention, 
not to fet myfelf up for any thing, who am the 
very fink of hell, and feel in me to this moment 
indwelling corruptions enough to damn a thoufand 
worlds; but I mention them to the glory of fove* 
reign grace. There is in every one of us a defire to. 
be great and efteemed, a bitter root of pride, which 
works in abundance of vile tempers, all dilhonour* 
able to Jefus, and hurtful to our own fouls ; I have 
found this praying for my dear brethren, arrf always 

by 
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fey ftartie, has giveA tnany a blow- 1% that bitfcr root, 
flfidh^s chfcdccd.feveral of its'bifa«fches, fuch as 
6«vyat thek'focdcfs, fhynbfs' to their perfons, ah 
d^il eye at- th^ir glftsi or their grates. That party 
fpirit^uhcfcr the bondage cf whifch no one ever la- 
boured more th^myfelf,' his be^h irt ia good degree 
conquered*; and To has the -unwilliiigiiefs to bear re- 
proof, very h^rd to bear: and the will given f6 be 
thought lefs than the leaflr, the fole work of al^. 
Eighty gtace* And I afdribe it to my conftantly 
praying for God's mlnifters, that he has enabled me 
in any degree not only to get the better of thoft 
vile tempers, but alfd to grow in brotherly love; 
1 find itiy> heart knit to thfofc I never faw, and am 
^ad of their profperity in rttind, body, or eftate. My 
very Ibul rejoices in any good in them, or good done 
by them. .Their prefent number (may tlie Lord 
add to them an hundred-fold)^ their being almofl: of 
one mind, and of ofie heart, their growth in grace, 
their ufefulnefs anieng their own people, and their 
writings for the public benefit; thefe are become 
fweet fubjefts of th^kfulncfs. My prayers are more 
if! filth becaufe Ircap the fruit of them, and can 
join praife with them. To every petition I can fay, 
thanki be to the Lord; I have good encourage- 
mftitt'o pray on. Every year I fee our Jcrufalenr 
profpct,^ knd they alfo profper that love it. Are 
not diefe great advantages, and are they not fuffici- 
cht to induce you to join your prayers witli mine ? 
As for flie, God forbid, my dear brother, that I 

E (hould 
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|bould ceafe to pray for you. — May the Lord the 
Spirit put it into your heart to pray for me, and for 
the reft of our fellow-labourers, unnl you find more 
advanuges from your prayers than I have done. If 
you weigh thefe things with attention, and God in- 
cline you to join us in prayer, there is a fcripture 
which warrants this, and which contains fome gra- 
cious promifes to the practice of it; the confidera- 
tion of it has been with me a 

Sixth motive* It is in Matt, xviii, 19, ao. jfgaiH 
I/ay untoyoUi that if two ofyoujhall agrei an eartb--^ 
We do agree to meet together in one place. — 
Where is there a better than the throne of grace ? 
We do agree touching the thing we arc to alk,; 
namely, the blcffing of him that fitteth upon the 
throne on his own minifters. What can be more 
pleafing to him, than to wi(h them well, t;o whom 
he has done fo well, as to call them to, fit them 
for, and profper them in, his work ? O it is not to 
be defcribed nor conceived, how his heart is fct upon 
this. To fend out minifters to promote his g^ory 
through the falvatjon of his people, is the ruling 
affedion in the head of the church j and ^hen he 
intends to fend them out, he gives his people the 
fpirit of prayer, to defire of him paftors after his 
own heart, and to encourage them to zik he pro- 
mifes, Wbatfoever ye ajk^ JbaU be dene for you of my 
FaibiT, wbo is in beaven : for tbe Faiber bitn/e^toV" 
etb you^ and mil give you wbaifoever you a^ in my 
name: Andwben any two of you agree to fray for 

more 
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m&re labourers^ or for ^eaten ufefulnefs in them wh 
do labour in the word and doSlrine^ I will then be in the 
mdft of youyjpiritually pre/ent, that you may ha^e com^ 
nnmum with me in prayer^ and that you may be/atif- 
Jkd I do hear^ and will ahfwer. How inviting, how 
perfuafive arc thcfc words! Surely they ought 
powerfully to influence you and me. What may 
wc not cxpetl: from meeting often in the prefence of 
Jcfus ? Try, my dear brother. Be much in his 
company, and fee what will come of it. Your 
heart will certainly be more knit to him, and he will 
knit you clofer to his other miniftcrs in the unity of 
the Spirit. He will bring us to be of the fame 
mind in the Lord,, This is the three-fold cord 
which is not quickly broken, becaufe it is a bond 
of the Lord's own making, and of the Lord's own 
keeping. He maintains it, and he ties it cloier by 
giving us fweet fellowlhip in one another's prayers, 
and by ensibling us to ad and live, according as wc 
pray, for the good of our brethren. Thus he makes 
it appear, that we are taught of God to love one 
another, for, he only can teach us to love unfcigned- 
ly, and with a pure heart fervently. This is the 
moft bleflfed union upon earth, becaufe it flows 
from our being one with Chrifl:, and proves that 
we hold the head, and are under him as living mem- 
bers in his body united together, having the fame 
care one for another. — Hereby we know what the 
communion of faints is — ^we experience, and we re* 
joice in its blcflings. O how will this fl:rcngthen the 
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fends oFeach other — it wili make us mighty throu^. 
•our God to*do our work, td endure Hardlbip, to 
fight our battles, yea, to the. many antichrifts of 
this our day, we fhall become terrible, like an ar- 
my with banners* May the Lord make you a good 
foldier in this noble army j and he will, if you wil 
join with us. Your prayers will not return void 
into your own bofom. No, no. Every prayer for 
ybur brethren will bring ddwn a bleffing upon your- 
felf,' and^you will find more slrguments diily than 
1 have rdom-to mention. Only one thing more I 
muft take notice of, which is itiy 

Seventh Motive, namely, the preient ncceflkyi 
Look round tike iflatid— examine the ftate ofifi 
You cannot' help feeing how things are ' going onC 
The profped is alarming. Our national fins had 
been long crying aloud for vengeance, but t«he loi%- 
foffering of our God has withheld itr aild to leave 
us, as a people, without exCuJ^, he ferft mcF'cy in- 
ftead of judgment. He i^evivdd his -work'i— raifed 
up minifters— fent them h his n*n>e to proclaim 
his grace in Jefus, and to call finners • |b repent- 
ance. What has been the eiFedt ? O guilt, be-* 
yond that of Sodom and Gomorrah i The gofpel 
is rejcfted. This one fin is filling up the meafure 
of our iniquity fafl. Judgment flumbe'reth not. It 
is abroad. The ftorm is gathering. A dark black 
cloud is hanging over us. It has not burfl yet, but 
God knows how foon it may. If it fhould, what 
have we not to fear ? The fcripturc charafber of 

the 
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the latter days is now fulfilled. We are in the 
. dregs of timei. The dainnaWe hercfies, as foretold^ 
»re- brought im > Athtifm, infidelity, and their 
poifonoiK fruits, harbingers of the 'greit day, de 
Jibound, and fecurity marks itr to be hear at hand. 
Thanks be to God there is a ifftfe'light b^eakin^ 
through this difitial'^loiKJ, which aff&rdi ma ray of 
hope* -'^ Jeiiis has hot* kft hifnfelf without witnels. 
Me^has ftill a eaufd,* in^ minifters to plead it, in our 
ia^.. I'Buft? how feW are they ? . VBleffed be God for . 
att)^. '• H^, ' who fent ttem, -ran fettd more, and he 
Mds ITS pray for m(ire;'- What he bids, the times 
prefs ^rid enforce upon 'tis. When' w^s there, when 
ean there be, greater need ? Bdes not every thing 
ftecidus in tintc aha ih^ettrnity call lipon us to^^pra^ 
fdt "ohe ^anbther," and t6 ' pray, 'that the - Lord" may- 
add to dui- ntrtrrb'ii^ daily'-? ' Isiiofhi^'^glorji blaP. 
fliertiM opert!y, his mercy abufedi frts gotpcl r^aetSi 
kM thfereferl^ are not^blic and-pri^raite-virlU^neg- 
fiSSe^, yea, dcfprftd ?^ What ean flop the defervi^d 
ftiib^ 'Only God; anfl he only in the \vafof hii 
d^n'SpJ^ointmeritv^* The gdfpel is his 'favirig' ordi^ 
i*H<5^, -andmiriifte^S' »rethe njelsais which he- ufei 
to make the gofpel the power of God urito faJva^ow 
O let'uspray thdn^'fefnibre'of them. To this let 
the love of dear Jefus conftrain us-^the iove' /yf 
cur king — and of our country-**the love of pur reli- 
gious and civil liberties — the love of our families and 
ehildren-^hd -lo^e of our own fouls, and of our 
parifliioncrs. O that God may put it into your 
^ . . .. E 3 heart 
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heart by ^t{e, or any other motives^ to job with 
us in praying him to fend forth more labourers into 
his harveft. Amen, Amea, fay I. Let all that 
love the Lord Jcfus in fincerity fay. Amen. 

My dear brother, if God Ihould incline your 
heart to this work and labour of love, there are 
two things carncftly recommended to you ; the 

Firft is to meet us at a fet hour ; that we may 
agree in our joint prayers, and may have the divine 
promife to depend upon for the bkffing we aik. We 
have for fome time m$t every Friday at noon, but 
it has been found inconvenient i and by conient it 
is now fi^ed fi-om nine o'clock on Friday morning 
to ten. You will then meet a great deal o( good 
company at our court— feveral dear minifters and 
fellow-labourers round the throne, befieging it with 
their prayers for each other, and for the increafe of 
iheir number. Whatever be the general iifue, it 
will be well with us fuppUcants. Our labour will 
|iot be in vain in the Lord, If our prayers do notf 
remove the affliction of Jofeph, yet we grieving for 
it have a promife of fafety, when that affliflion corner, 
to be deftruftive, as you may read at large in E^ekid 
chap. ix. A 

Second thing is dejSred of you, namely, that you 
would pray for th^ brethren by name. This is not 
a trifling matter. Indeed it is not. Make trial of 
it, ami you will find more advantages in it than I 
have mentipnpd above. It has been es^ceeding pro- 
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(itable to my own foul for fcveralye|ftrs, and I doubt 
not but experience will make it fo to yours. 

I leave all that I have hid in the Lord's hand, that 
he may apply it to you, as feemeth him good. Whe- 
ther you join with us or not, I will not ceafe to 
pray for you and yours, that the work of the Lord 
may profper in you and by you. Only remember 
the time is ftiort. The work is great. The Lord 
God blefs you in it, that his harveft may be got in 
ibon, and his labourers may go to reft. In this 
happy number may you and I be found. When our 
prayers are over may we continue our praifes to Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit, diree perfons in one Godhead, 
to whom we (hall be giving equal glory, worfhip, 
and thanks, through a long blefled fabbath. HaUe^^ 
lujah. . Amen.' 



> >* 



Such an cjuftle i^l bear, and indeed it requiresjL 
^ frequent reading. The bufinefs recommended in it 
(hould not be forgotten. A lift might be c^rcu}ate4 
every year of fuch as call upon the Lord in every 
place, and labour in,. his word and do&rine. To 
their names might be added any parcicular circum-^ 
ftances, which call, for praife or prayer. And an 
hour, or more, might be well fpent in making men-» 
don of each fcvcrally before God, without vain re-v 
petitions. An anniversary fernion might be preached^ 
giving a Ihort account of the progrefs of the gofpel 
in the kingdom, and ^ubli(hed, as a hiftory of the 
churchy for the benefit of the prefent and future ge*-^ 

£ 4 neradons^ 
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a fermon of this fort cv^ry year iippm-th^ fceond ^ 
©f Marjeh^ bcidig thp d^yoflm d^^i^n |p th^ Uying 
of-Plackftbrs^ :.*'inqne'of.thQ{^ dife^u(fe? he mmv 
Cbned.tha^t bimfelf ^nd thrc;^ pthofs'^rted to fpe«4 
one hour m^ t^e wc^, .at a,ft^t^ aip©, ia praye^ 
for.thetcylyal.t^f the power qf godlin^ftin the eft** 
bliftied churqh*." Wh^l %rt iT5cr0€>fc<Jid:h€Jiye.t&' 
fee ! from worts i3G> hundreds ! .:A,»ii:'*^t*aiJ encourage- 
ment didhe bcxld out to the niiaiSets Md people of 
God, to 'devote a finitt-ipQaftiQnrof thfcir tiipc td 
prayer, fupplica4ion, intcredHonr -and giving, of 
thanks, for the ex tenfion of . the: ! kingdom, of Jefus 
Ghrift! fpr the revival of thati\?Qrk of the.lLord 
wJiich^lhallfbnd for ever invap8CQgk;wbom hc.&fma 
for himfelf, and of whom it may b6\QbfcrYed>;;that 
in proportion as they are formed for the Lord in the 
Bcxt Vt^orid, they are formed! for 'gdod^iji^th^ pi^efent 
6nej' theintitafe of thiem thli-iforcfe'^g^feaft piibJi^d 
t^hetrrii ■'•'''' ^ ' /• ^••■v'*'' ' ^ - • • *'' '••'- 
'\ We haVe now 'followeii-the objett'of'thefe^me^ 
ftioirs through feme of the^chawges and ish^ncies'-bf 
this mortal life, aa well as thr otfgh Ibme of "fli'e t^ikli 
arid tribulatiohs; bfthe cKriftiW^rfe, to ' his fiirai 
fcttl^mcfnft as tb'this world in'the refl:6i7"6f*5t/An-i 
drew " Wardtbb^, and' St. Mn% Mickff iar^/' • Nd# 
were'the'le^ingk'-6f Pbviditn^ le^fi^ondferfiillrf tf^ 

i -^ •: •:.' l'> ••» • -■■ . : >.,'.-.;-:-' .'i > ^ ..fiv. 

*- •^&ee Memoir of tKcr late Rev, Williiin'Romaine,in the'l^viff- 
jeKcal Magaaiiii for 'Movemteri 1^95, p*'44^. • ^ ■- -• — ^ 
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f irjQU^ftfioce of his life^ tlian tbcy^h<^^ bcj?p in moS^ 
of -the preceding* oaes. The, righj: lof prefematioi^ 
to this liying b veiled in the crown; and .in the pa- 
rilhioners alternately. Mr. Rom^ine.'^ pr^deqeffoi; 
was Mr. Henley, a nephew of the then lord ehancdlg^ 
H^ial^y. He. enjoyed this preferment; qnly. about; 
fix years an4 ahalf^ anddied. )^oung pf a puti;i4 
fever, ii>coBfcquencQ of vifitjngonc 9^ his parilhioi;!-, 
cr& in thiat diibrder. . He was .a wan of ,an..excpl(^ni: 
fpiriti a^c^ great piety,, anj^ ;pff^foift^,tf^ be v.^rjr. 
ufcfui in the church 5 but.it gWafp^ Gqd tq xqipover 
him, and to, incline the hearts>»6ibmj5in the.parilh,j 
vpon hisdeceafe, to pi^c^e/IV^r^ Roniaine as^ijl 
fvicceflbr. This; was doae yritl\<?*i( Mr. Roip'ainefsj 
i:nowlcdge or confent : the ; firft ^igtimation whipl;^ 
hexeceived* of it was frpipa l^?\^fiJ>^per^ whjch h<; 
took up by ^ccidf^jt when;upcHi a jpprney. . Hisj 
friends, who fijA ftartcd. thejde^ p^.nominating };\\m, 
as. a candidaoe for. the living, cntertajwd ^tde.puno. 
hopes of fuccefe -, but, upon founding th^ir fellow- 
piarifliioners, they found that at; Icaft. twci thirds, of 
thf ai were .in his, favour). In order to <;heck their^ 
progreftjL a'jrwmoUJf :>¥^s fpread thai} he » was above • 
foiiciting tbf if yofeej§ and inteKiJ- B^t uppn diQ day? 
beihg fixcd.for' ejich candidate, tq pr^ch jhis prob^.^ 
tion fcrmon, Mr^.R^ni^e w^s ^pprifcd fpf it^cacij^ 
iiftitiediately to? I^ondoi), and, :njadc: bis appearapce. 
aaiong;tiieni. ..'The day appointecl for his preaching 
wks the thirti«fh\Qf Septeinber X7.64,, upon .wj)ijc}ij 
Qccafion many abfcnted theoiftlvcisv^hOih^d ^bee^ 
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in the habits of hearing him^ left they Ihould crowd 
the church, and occupy the feats of the inhabitants; 
and, by giving them offence, throw obftacles ;in the 
way of his cleftion. The fermon, which he preach- 
ed upon this occafion, does him infinite honour as a 
chriftian preacher, and an honeft man. It contains 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, as it is in Jefus, with a very plain and -clofe 
application of it to each particular hearer. He 
thought fit to afTign his rcafons in it for not having 
behaved towards them in the cortimon Way of folicit- 
ing their favour. ** Some have infinuated that it was 
from pride that I would not go about the parifh from 
houfe to houfe, canvafEng for votes j but truly it 
was another motive. I could not fee how this couki 
promote tlic glory of God. How can it be for the 
honour of Jefus, that his minifters, who have re* 
nounced fame, and riches, and eafe, fliould be moft 
anxious and carneft in the purfuit of thofc very things 
which they have renounced ? Surely this would be 
getting into a worldly fpirit, as much as the fpirit of 
parliamenteering. And as this method of canvaffing 
can not be for Jefus's fake, fo neither is it for our 
honour : it is far beneath our funftion : nor is it for 
your profit. What good is it to your fouls ? what 
compliment to your underftandings ? what advan- 
tage to you in any (hape, to be dire£bed and applied 
to by every perfon, with whom you have any con- 
nexion, or on whom you have any dependence ? Is 
not this depiiving you of the freedom of your 

choice ? 
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choice? Determined by thefe motives, when my 
friends of their own accord put me up as a candi- 
date, to whom I have to this hour made no appH-' 
cation, dire6lly or indireftly, I left you to your* 
ielves. If you choofe me, I defire to be your fcrvant 
for Jefus's fidce 5 and if you do not, the will bf the 
Lord be done." 

This fermon operated greatly in his favour ; it 
was well received by the parifhionersi and publilhed 
at their requfcft. 

There were two other candidates for the living 
befides himfelf^ and a fcrutiny was demanded in fa(^ 
vour of each at the cbfeof the firft day's poll. This 
fcruriny was Entered into, but prckiuced no dedfion, 
the proper qualifications not being fetded which 
endded an iiihabttUnt to vote at the ele£Hon of a 
reAor. A fe<^oqd ele&ion was agreed upon by the 
friends of the feveral candidates, which ended in 
&vour of Mi. Romaine, who had a great majority 
of votes, and was declared duly ekAed. Buc : this 
did not fatisfy the other candidates ; each put id his 
claim, and the bufmefs was transferred into the 
court of chancery. It continued there for more 
than a year, and, in the end of January or beginning 
of February 1766, a decree was given by lord chan- 
cellor Henley in favour of Mr. Romaine. He was 
inftituted and indudted accordingly, but was ob^ 
fcrvcd to tremble much during the whole ceremony 
of his admifTion. His feelings have been exprefled 
j>y bimfclf in a letter which he wrote upon the de<» 
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dfionja chancery;. /^M^^^fncnds^^^okiti^^ 
arqynd ine,,apd wiQibg me.th^ jpy W^^^r} c^not 
t^e. It is my Matter's, will,. a<i^ I iiibnu:. . Hf 
Joiiows wh^t is bed both for his ov/n glory, ao4;Jhi$ 
pecplq's„good^^ and I an? certain,^ jTapJicsf no mff 
(akes in either of tbcfc. points/ But.rigf head hangp 
down upon the occafion, through the^jiwj^^pppjcg- 
}jeij{^Qns/:>vbidi I cver.had^of tbe^xCiu-c^-fqj^i^ I 
toifrightcn^d to think of wajchipg PY^ttm>l!m^m 
thoufand, when it is work enough x,Q rW^fdff^.qytM 
gne. I Xhe .pl^ue of-^fRyjpwn bjs^rt ajmoft^^wc^ies 
me to de^thi what ^an I4o. with ia v?|t!a aopaf 
bcrr . - '^'^ f..;-. ./; .., .(jp ^', r- •/ 

,M.Si)teb.'«^ere the R^cdiod? Jsgp^wkiffejlw e^iped.^ 
Ibriog of Blackfriars, and ; fueli'lbsf'YSe)^ Y9^ rvvhidj 
he entered, upon it*. 'Hi« aijnjnW«Kpfdife<Sled ti0..th^ 
glory of God> the profit of; Jii5.^pari<hi0per§ji ^awd 
the.cdifiaation:af the church in.gen«altj;:3Xhe3t.G§ri4 
BOtjbe. better leprefented th^n they .bwe'ibefip, bj 
inmfolf in wo. Icuters. kindly ,CQnimupifaifiec^i^4 re-. 
^6hthb. clergy rpatr,^ to whocii hc.gtw a titje ^ 
o^eifC/ the year, after hi3,adniiffio«i td^ thl.«feufjchLPf 
B^lackfniars. . As thefe letters are uot to iiialt^apftjt 
fif the,priiit3ed collc£tion, they are here . refcwd Jroin 
eWivion;. and.fiich parts of then) produced, as. ei-» 
prds the wciter^a ideas of his own fituation, as^.wcH 
as of the tiutics incumbent upon a perfon- whp Jft 
offering hiiiifdlf a candidate for holy orders. ! The 
exprefTions aUudcd to are the fdllowing-r-^* In this 
whole affair I have defired fimpiy to. follaw what waa 
* 7 right, 
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eighty ma io-aftnTa^d 4ivine gJb*y j itnd if I- know 
itiy own hfearty<(»t^1^Wife nrtbCi^aCly icnolvn) my eye 
is flngl6*i«ybi3ff'corftirig tocfei^^ 1 cfeffreydur good, 
and'tiot rtihe(5^;'7di**b"eittg with 'taie»hiay be the 
tn«aih^''biF''tnildK cdific^fibti to y6* 6\Vn foul, anti 
itiay tlf nd ^fcdtly ' to y^ w futrute 'nfefulnefs. I would 
h^Vie iWjf chai'eh S^ ritiffery, 'wh^re 'fiich as yoii may 
grow, till you ard-fit¥8 fee pkntfed out, and when fit^ 
I would not keep you_a day, but rather ufe my in- 
tcreft to provide lohie preferment for you. This 
is my plan, my tide, and my pulpit, and what I have 
in confequence of, the Lord's fending me to Black- 
friars. I have thehi for the Lord, and I beg grace 
of him that I rpay erhploy them fo as Ihall be moft 
for his glory, I fhall receive you on this footing 
when you come. May the Lord the Spirit unite 
your heart to me as mine is to you, and may we be 
taught of God to love one another. 

I hope you will not forget -tne In your dddrefles 
to the throne of .grace, aj^ if I may give -^my^ jid- 
viccyit is;ne>3dful for you aftprefcnt to be^^uch » 
prayer for:thefc graxJe&i; / 
« Firft> for ihe r^ht kno\^^ledge of ypurfeify-»your 
vflcnds* ••• ' :'i ;» •-..»; •; ..:;;.• ...,/:• 

Secon(%,.for tbe .right knawlfedge of Jefus-^his 

Thirdly, for. a fingle eye ;to:his; glory in you? 
taking upon you to be his minifter and./cfyant irf 
holy things. Fourthly, for a love to. fouls s when 
you know much of bis lovein faving.vyQ]ur;roul|,t^ 

^^ will 
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iRTiII make you labour much fbr JcfiiSj in trying to 
fee forward the falvation of others. Alid> kftly> 
you ihould beg of Godt and be always begging as 
long as yoti live, for an entire dependance upon the 
Lord to blcfs you in his work. We toil all night 
and day» and catch nothings till, the Lord blefs the 
gofpel net. The Lord blefs it in you and by you> 
fo prays your real friend and fervantj 

William Romaine.'^ 

Lambethi Auguft 4, ^1^7$ 

This fame gcndeman cxpe6led to have been or- 
dained upon Trinity Sunday, but was dilappointed. 
He gained by this lofs a fecond letter from his 
friend Mr. Romaine, equally expreflive with the 
firft of his views of the chriftian miniftry. 

** Dear Mr^ — — 

It was not without good reafon that the Lord 
" would not fufFer you to be ordained laft Trinity; 
He had much to teach you in thefe months, and I 
hope you have been a good fcholar. He wanted to 
teach you your abfolute unfitnefs for the work of 
the miniftry, and thereby to bring you to an entire 
dependance upon him. You cannot love the work,t 
lior be fuccefsful in it, nor, upon fuccceding, give 
Him all the glory, but through his grace. He laid 
you by a litdc to make you more perfed in diis 
leflbn. It is very hard to learn, for I am ftill at it 
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every day, and ^et but little ground. Self, proud 
iclf is fuch a dull fcholar, and has fuch a bad me- 
mory, that though I am fatisfied to-day Chrift mufl: 
do all for me, and all in me, and all by me too, 
yet I foon forget, and foon want to be fomething 
in the work myfclfi but I do know, and, bleflcd be 
the name of Jefus, I do experience that his grace 
IS fufficient for me ; chiefly in the pulling down of 
my pride, and in making me willing to be nothings 
that Chrift may be ALL. May he pour out upon 
you and me more of his Spirit, to lay fclf very low, 
and to exalt the Saviour." 

Thefc letters fpeak for themfelves, being the lan- 
guage of a perfon who had determined to know m^ 
thing among his people, but Jejus Chrift and him cru^ 
€ified* A determination which being generally made 
in the Spirit, is generally purfued with fteadincfs ; 
at leaft it was in the inftancc before us unto the end 
of his life. 

He entered upon his living not only in the faith 
and patience of Jefus Chrift, but alfq with a, de- 
cided preference to the church of England, in which 
he was called to preach his name. He therefore 
adhered to her difcipline, and explained her doc-^ 
trines, with a view to enforce upon his hearers con- 
formity to both, and a regular • continuance in her 
communion. In purfuance of this plan, he declared 
his intention of preaching a courfe of fermons upon 
the thirty-nine articles of religion, and in the proeefe 
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of this fervicc'he received from his parifliionerfe tM 

following. petUiori.' 

'. ' . . ' ' • . . 

f* 2o th^ Rev./lVilliam Rmame, Report)/ the united 
'f^xrijbes of St. jfndrew hy the^ Wardrobe^ and *?/. 
>r A^n^iBkckfriars. ., ; ^^.' ' \> ; 

^^ Reverend Sir. 

. AsyoTtt hare been pleaftd to intimate an ihteiit4 
tion of preaching a. courfe of fcrmons upon the 
thirty-nine articles of the church of England, ♦, ind 
have a6tually proceeded in a manner that has given 
general fatisfa£tiori — We, the chiarch wardens, ^- 
rifhioners, and irlhabitaiftts' (i( di^ abioV^- tnehtidned^ 
parifhes, whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed,- re- 
ceding 'how many chriftians are unhappily deprived* 
of leaping any benefit from them, owing to their 
jietrig donfined within the narrow 'limits of a fingle 
church, do, for the intereft of religion in' genei*al, 
ind for 'our benefit in particular, join in requefting 
you (if agreeable to yo\irfelf) to print and publifh 
the fame's and we are the more prompted to makd 
this requeft, as we' are informed thgit there is no work' 
o'f the kind now extant.. 

. _ ^^obn Whinn . . John Edrington 

j,..^ Roger Butcher . . Barman Samler 

^Thomas Hunter^ Sen. J Richfird Smedley 
*-- ^^^^^ ////^^ , . ... ' "Thorns Huper^ Jun.^ 
lo ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ -^^^ Rodbard 

William 
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nnUkmtriduts John mikmjhn 

JolmHsUm Jobii Rigbm 

Htnry Collim John Ehre 

John Biddk Richard Hudfm 

AmlVeUs TyLRamfey 

R. Packer John Gr^ibs 

L Hut chins Of. Oiney 

milum Cock W. Box 

Hemy Jdlidge John MuUts 



, « 



WiUiam Mountague Samuel Thomas.' 

Thb petition was found among Mn Romaiiie's 
papers, but the reqiieft contamcd in it was not 
complied with* 

Nor was he lefs attentive to the tempotal than 
td. the fpiritual concerns of his fituation. He 
found the parfonage houfe wholly unfit for the rc- 
fidcnce of a pafior^ it having been turned into 
wanehoufcs, and being wholly out of repair. He 
took down the old premifes, and built a hahdfome 
reftory-houfe clofe to the church, for himfelf and his 
poftcrity* The church alfo, when he took poffcl^ 
fion of the living, was furrounded with a dead wall, 
atid the avenues leading to it very narrow. His pa- 
rilhioners, with whom he lived from the firft in 
peace and harmony, were prevailed upon to repair 
the church, and to creft a gallery at the weft end of 
it for the, accommodation of his numerous hear^, 
to pull down the high wall that inclofed it, fo as to 
give it light and air, and to niake all the avenues to 
it wide and commodious f by which means it is be« 
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come one of tTie bcft places of worfhip in London* 
Mr. Romaine, who never afkcd any favour for him* 
felf, but always acknowledged the fmalleft, folicited 
his friends that attended the church to preftnt the 
united pariflies with a token of their gratitude. This 
requeft was cheerfully complied with, and the fum 
collefted towards defraying the expencefs of ercSing 
the gallery, and other improvements, amounted to 
five hundred pounds, which the pariflies have hand- 
fomely acknowledged' by an infcription over the Weft 
d(3or*. 

Whilft he. promoted the irnprovemenc of the' 
Lord's houfe, he laboured much to obtain decent • 
behaviour in thofe who came there to. worftiip. He 
too juftly complained of that which with all his in- J 
fluence he was fcarceable to remedy, the difgufting. 
and irreverent. cuftom of coniing into church during, 
the time of /fcrvice-r-as if confelTion of fin — the- 
praifes of God in his 0;wn pfalms — the reading of his . 

* This Church was repaired and beautified Anno Dom : 1774 
at the expence of the united Parifhes, and the generous 
, contribution of the congregation. 

The Re?, Williart Romaine, M. A. Reftor 
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^\\l\n his own ^ord — and prayers founded Upon tW 
ftrriptureSj and extrafted from them, were a' inerd' 
liothing': or as if v/t were to aflfemble ourfelVei to-* 
gcthetfor nb other pUrpofe than juft to hdar a' 
fcrmon. Whatever' excufes rtiay be mkdfc for fuch^ 
conduct upon a week day, none cin'be niade for it' 
upon the Lord's day, the great' bufinefe bf Which is' 
his public Worfhiii, and of courft oUlr gathering to-' 
gether in places where he has chofen to put his name. 
If our' place (of rcii3chce is at a diftance from oiir' 
place of worfhipi 'We fhould aft ih this cafe as we^ 
do in every other^' and donfider that the further wc 
have to gOj the fooner we fliould fet out* If we ard' 
vb go to market, or on ajourney^ or on arty Worldly^ 
bufinefs or pleafiire, wc can rife,* we cart drefi, we 
can let out in .time> and* think an apology ncccC-^ 
fary if wc are not punftual: butj as to (ihurch^- 
it feems a matter of perfedt indifFerencCi when we 
go, of whether We go there at all. But why are 
we more diligent in things which are temporal, than 
in thofe which are eternal ? Why do wc prefume 
to infult the Creator, in a way in which we would: 
not infult a fellow-creature ? How cart we expefl: a 
Wefling from<mc part of the fervice, when we have 
defpifed and negledtcd the other ? Or indeed how 
can we expcft a blefling*from any part, unlefs Wc 
have ferioufly and^dcvoutly attended the whole ? 

There is alfo another cuftom too prevalent in and 
about places of public worship, which was peduliarl]^ 
offtnfivc to Mr. Romaine, and which wa9 often 
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reproved by him in more wajr$ than one. The cuftom 
alluded to is that of people's converfing together eithfr 
in the church, or churchyard, in a vcftry, or in 9. 
bpvd-room, as foon a? the fcrvicc is over. He 
not only ^ofee againft foch converfations from the 
pulpit, but frequently interrupted thcra, when he 
came out, by tapping, the fhoulders of thofe whq; 
were engaged in them -, and ojncc, if not oftcner, 
by knocking their beads together, when he fouqd them 
particularly dole, and whiipipriog in their ears, that 
they had forgot the " patfable pf the fower/' }i^ 
himfelf ftudioufly avoided every thing of the kind> 
being ^I^ys in church f(^e ttnie before fervice be« 
g^i, and retiripg from k to his own houfe as foon as 
the fervic^ was overj without ever fpeaking a wqrd^ 
CjJtcept tp his curare, his <;lcrk, or pari(h ofEcers,t 
upon ncc^ffary bufii>efs in the vcftry. A woman^ it 
is faid, once faluted him, as he c^m^ down the pulpif 
flairs, by telling him, that " he had been greater that 
night than ever." Apd he anfwered her by faying, 
that *' the devil, bad told him fo before he left the 
pulpit," If Mr. Romaine uttered thefe words, h^ 
took them out of the mouth of the celebrated John 
Bunyan, who is fuppofed to have beeo their original 
amhor, and to have uttered them upon, a fimilai: 
occ^fion. The.zcal of the^ood woman, which pror 
vok^ this faying, feems to have been fixnewh^ 
like that of another in the company of our Lord, 
who cried out to him, Blejid is' the womb that h^rei. 
thee, and thefafs wbUh thou ha/ijuchd. And the» 

anfwer 

d by Google 



Digitized b 



( % ) 

alilWiir of the fttvahts might ha^e been given in the 
fpirit of their Matter, teai rather bJeffed are tbej^ 
that bear f be ward of God and keep il\ Theft ccr* 
feiinly are the great ends for which we aflcmble to- 
gether, and were they kept always in view, they wouM 
regulate our behAviotir in the uft of the means which 
Irad to them* 

Mr. llomaihe was a great beribfa^Eor to hi^ pa- 
Hffics ih another refpeft, and that is, as a promoter 
ef charity. There was feldom any occafion df diC* 
kre& on w^ich he did not Call upon his hearers to 
eontribute to the relief of the fuS^fers j ind the ifam 
raifed was genefally propoftiotH^e to the motive 
trfged, viz. the love of Chrift eoctftrainihg Wmfelf 
And tHofe that heard Mm: * Thfa ^tmiual colkdtibtii 
for die fehools in the ward^ andthe poor of ihe pz* 
riih,' made in the chwch, at the Weekly facrameiits, 
which be inftituted, and after the charity fermdns^ 
which he preachedi amounted on aln average to three 
hundred pounds a year. On his firf( coming to the 
living the pew-opehen emfrfoyed in the church were. 
iwdin tiuaAKTi when he died, they were increaftd tb 

^ We cannot bot adibire tbe s&ceknefs and gentleiie(» oJT 
ChAit, ai they were.cnsdrely frtt from that'roughnds and6h 
verity W\d<Qh often deaf e to the expreificns of the heft chn£- 
tianSf He does npt treat this woman as though (he was a m.ef- 
fenger pf Satan^ fent either to flatter orcobaffiethin),butadv]ie6 her 
to get more froih his comj^any tKaii i mere tranfient imipreflioDf 
Whitlir iqight he Ibbp'^fffc&i witfaoii? protfuoiog ks eSe^h in heir 
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eighty and each -caf^ble of getting . a tiGitpfpftsibljBi 
livelihood from whigit was. given them by thecoi^re- 
g^rion, without any ?^fliftancc from thp^ parifli^ 
When the dreadful fire happened in . Blackfriiws ia 
^the year 1793 i by which a number of houfes were 
ponfumcd that had a poor family in each ftpry,' Mr* 
Romaine was an eye witncfs to the diftrefling fccnet 
}i^ Called upon one of his pari(hioners.at half pad 
thfec in the morning during the tiipe of the fircj an4 
Ag^in at nine o'dockj anxious to knqw what .90ul4 
be done for the poor liifferei*s. He C<%i;in)iiriqin^ 
his friend to give them.. ibajc thing for their imme- 
diate, relief i md accordingly two guineas were^vea 
t3o each, fuflerer, to thc.amounfilof about ninety, 
guineas in the wJiolc./ Mr. Romaine made. iiimfelC 
refponfible for thiaium, and ^a the mornings ofthd 
Sunday and Tuefday foHowing, he pleaded fronj the 
pulpit for his poor parifhioneis, who had been burnt 
out of their houies, and loib their all. The fum 
raifed upon this occafion, added to a donation of 
fifty, pounds from his royal highnefs the duke of 
York> amounted to upwards of three hundred 
pounds^ which, together with a colleftion made by 
the inhabitants of Ludgate-hiQ^ enabled Mr. rRo- 
maine to diftribute to the poor fufferers from tcnf 
to eighteen pounds a piece. He was no lefs zea- 
lous for every good work which came in his way. 
Whojr the clergy were called upon to coUeift in 
(heir refpcftive parifties for the Frfnch. emigrants, 
bf wa3 noX a v?hit bfbind the fbiefe/i qfi tbem in this. 
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btifineis ; for which Be. had the honour of being 
noticed in an anonymous pamphlet; as if to relieve 
che diftreflcs of a papift was to encourage the efw 
Tors* of popery. We may furely, and ought to fe- 
Jwate the miftakcs from the mileriea of any mans 
noc perhaps as caufes and efFc(5ls,.but as to their re- 
Ipcctive influences upon our minds. We may be 
guarded againft the one, without being hardened 
againft the odicr. We may remember how the 
papiftsiperfecutcd us in times paft> but we haveproJ- 
ceftcd againft them to very little purpofe, unlefs wc 
have learned to love our enemus^ ta bkfs them that 
curje us^ and to pray for the^n who defpitefully- ufe us and 
perfecute' us. And I cannot but thin!^, that the afy- 
lum afforded them -in this country, in their prefent 
diftrels, is to be- ranked among the many afts of be- 
nevolence which refleft infinite honour upon the 
Englifti nation. 

There are many alfo of the public charities which 
have loft a, great friend^ and benefiuStor in Mr. Ro* 
Digine. None .will mifs him more than, the- Roy sd 
duoiane Sociiity. From a conviftion of the ufe- 
iijloeis of this inftitutioh, he preached a vohintacy 
lermon for them at Blackfriars in the year 1777* 
He obfervedthat not only the lives but the fouls of 
fome of his parilhioners had been faved by the means 
of it i that their miraculous recovery made them, 
ierious i that their ferioufnefs brought them to 
church I that the Lord of the church met them there, 
and gave them the fpirit of faith, while they were 
i - ; ' F4 hearing 
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facing of hk nacnc. Mr. Komaine preached an^ 
nn^ly for tbb fociety for leventcen years, hctorly 
.a| St. Dunftan's on the Sunday after hb courfe of 
JkAures n^s ended9 and his fermon generally pro^ 
duced thirty pounds> befides two or three new atv^ 
nnal fubfcribers ^. 

. There is alfo another pious inftitudon which has 
ft^fotk to regret in him th(; lols of a valuable friend» 
W ioftitution known by the name of the Biiie S^ 
fiffity^ for the purpofe of diftribudng bibles amoni^ 
his majefty's forces both by fea and land. Much 
good has beendcuae by it, and Mr* Romaioe had it 
ip^ch at heart; he preach^ for it in bisQwnaod 
othjcr churches in London, and in different places in 
the coustry during his Maimer excurfions, by which 
m^zjt^ he was a great bene&ftor to it every year. I am 
fo«ry to h^r that it has beea on the dec]ine> and io* 
volved in debt ; but it is to be hoped that God wilt 
tl^Sift up advocates to pkad its caufe, and that there 
wiHihe a revival of fo good a work, at a time, when 
we not only want foldiers and &ilors, but when> wo 
want tfaentta fight in At caufe of God and.truth^ 
j^inft the mod daring fpirit of error and innova^ 
t)pn\ that was ever yet in the world. 

The lifb of Mr. Romsune upon earth wa^ the 

• Thefc stnecdotes were communicated by Dr. Hawes, re- 
giller of the humane fociety, wilhing them to be made public> 
and thinking very juftlyji that it reflects no fmall honour opon* 
s|a inllitution. which he ha» fo- much at heart, to have had ita^cauf^ 
^^«d by {9 good a mv^ ^ Mr^Romaij^.. 

courfe 
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couric of a maii who purfucd the even tenor of his wtf * 
in the fervke of Chrift, and in the nfiiAiftiy of the 
church of England. It bad little or no concern with 
the men> the politibs, or die falhions of this prefenc 
e?il world; it had therefore do great varierr as to 
its outward appearances among men^ except in his 
removals from one fituation to another, tfll he was 
cftaUiflied firft in the lefturcfhip of St. Durtftan% 
and afterwards in the living of Blackfriars. Thefe 
were the theatres in which he a£led his part, and 
exerted his talents to the glory of God, and the 
good of men. His tkne then was moft reguTarly 
diipofed o£ He re(ided in London, or near it, from 
the commencement of the law term in Novem^ 
ber, until the long vaealciod after Trinity (era!!',' 
when he generally fet out upon a fummer «xcurfion^ 
which was aiways into the nordi as long as hb tm*^ 
ther fived, and afterwards chiefly mta the well of 
England; where he had many friends^ who were 
always refrefhed^by his company, and many churchesi 
open to him, which were always beneficed by his 
preaching. He feldom pafled a filent fabbadi) M^ 
never by his own inclination, being defiroilB, as he 
exprefied it, to fay a word for hi» Mafter in everj^ 
phce. His bible was his companion both in travel 
and at home, and regularly resed dirough* every 
year. He lived more with God Aan with men^ 
and in order to know his real hiftbry, or the T)cfl 
part of k, it would be requrfite to fcnqwwhat paffcd 
between God and bis own foul. Much df diis has 

been 
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been brought to light in his " Life, Walk, and TrK» 
umph of Faith ;" and more will appear in his 
private letters, which are now colle6ting for the 
public view, and which are to be received as thecf- 
fuRons of a goo^ m^n^ full of faith and the- Holy Ghoji^ 
and as a little hiftory of heaven upon earth. 

He was a man -naturally clofe and refcrved, irrir 
table to a certain degree, (hort and quick in his re- 
plies, but frcquendy miftaken as being rude and mo- 
rofe, wherie he meant nothing of the kind. Had 
he paid more attention than he did to the various 
diftreflfes of foyl and body, which were brought be- 
fore him, he co^ld have h^d no time left for read^ 
ingjc for mlBdit^ion, for dcftrine, for prayer, and, 
in (hort, for what every man muft attend to in pri-^ 
yate* who would be ufeful in public. It was not 
uncommon for him to tell thofe who came to Hira 
with cafes of confcience, and queftions qf fpiritual 
eoncern, that he faid all that he had to fay in thd 
pulpit. Thefe people ^llight be hurt for the mo* 
meipt by fuch a difmiffion, but .they had only to 
attend upon his preaching the ncit opportunity, and 
they found that their , difficulties had imprefied.bim^ 
a^ well as theififelves, that they had been fubmitted 
t0 j^od, and been the fubjefts of his vctyferioua and 
affc^4onate cp^fi^r^tipn. This circumftance. ccMiir 
tributed much to .make his fermpns particulairly ufe- 
ful, as they were firft explanations of the text, and 
then particular and. perfonal applications of h to the 
cafe aad pDiKiinon of every hearer. They wfre, 
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iR^ithout appearing to Jfc)e, ftudied difcaurfesj not 
aiming at excellency of ipccch or wifiJom* but at 
that manifeftation of the truth by which be might 
commend hioifclf to every man's confcieqce in the 
fight of God 

Not that he fhunned converfation in its place 
and feafon, and the. mutual intercourfes of a fteady 
and conftant friendlhip, which he kept up with 
many ^r a feries of years. In company he was po- 
lite, a^ble, and inftmftive, without affedation; 
and in domeftic life, where the tempers of moft 
men arc tried and difcovered, he had none fuperior 
to him as a mafter, a father^ and aJiufband. So 
that he was a man who improved upon acquaint- 
ance^ and they who knew him beft were they whp 
moft refpefted him. 

As a family man he had his comforts and his 
trials. Of the latter none more fevere than the 
lofs of his fecond fon, who died ia the Eaft In- 
dies, of which event he received the, following ac- 
count in a letter from his commanding officer. > 

«SlR,' ■■'■'. 

It giyes me great concern to be under the f3if- 
jagreeable neceflity of communicating to you a me- 
lancholy eyent, ip which you are nearly interefted% 
Captain Romaine was feized about a fortnight ago 
with a diforder in his bowels, which terminated in a 
flux. I ^m fprry to add that the confequences have 
pttn fat^l tp hipi, Every attentipn has been- paid 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



< 7^ ) 

to his tbemdry which our fituadon permitted. I wiS 
not add to the diftrefs which this misfortune muft 
occaQoni by defcribing how much he was beloved, 
*and how much was expcftcd from him by every per- 
ibn in the regiment. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Tour moft obedient and very 

iaithful fervantj &c. 

Trlncomaley, June 4, 1782. ' , 



He received this letter upon a Thurfday, and 
being mudi affeftcd with it, -rtras preflfed by MtL 
Romaine not to go to St. Dunftaifs that even- 
ing ; but he anfwered, thiz he muft not leave his 
Mafter^s concerns unattended toon that account, and 
he went and preached as ufuaL 

In nothing was Mr. Romaine more to be admired 
than in the management of his time. His hour of 
breakfaft was fix in the morning, of dinner half 
paft one at noon, and of fupper feven in the even- 
ing. His family were alTembled to prayer at nine 
o'clock in the morning, arid at the feme hour at 
night. His particular friends were admitted occa- 
fio'nally to his morning fervice, and found it a moft 
profitable and precious occafion ; for his prct^ous 
meditations had been upon the Lord's word: his 
7 Hebrew 
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Hebrew Pfalter was his cohftant companion atbreakr 
faft, and he has been often heard to fay, how mud\ 
his firft repaft yf2isjim£iified by the word of God md 
prayar. From ten o'clock to one he was generally 
employed in vlBting the Tick and his friends: he 
retired to his ftudy afjer dinner, and fcnnetinies re- 
fumed the exercife of walking, which he dcfcrrc4 
till ftfter fupper, in the height of fummer. After 
the evening fervice in his family, he retired again tQ 
his ftudy, and to his bed at the hour of ten. From 
this mode of livirig he never dcviate4, except when 
he was a gueft in the houfes of his friei\ds, and tbe^ 
he breakfafted at (even, dined at two, aad fupped 
at eight. His adhwnce to rule in thi;s rcfped: was 
never more ftrobgly marked than in acircumftancc. 
which befel him during the laft years of his Kfe. He. 
was invited by a great dignitary in the church to 
^ikc with hiw aj; five of clock ; he fek refped for that 
p^rfop,^ ^d wifhsd to Ihew it j inftcad therefore of 
fijndbg a written apolpgy, he waited upon him him- 
felf, thanked him for his invitation, and excuftdt 
himfelf by pleading his long habits of early hours,, 
hb great age and (f4en ififirmUifs. Here was plaio^ 
truiji united, as it maybe, with poKfhed manneirs:: 
it render e4, homtfr to whom honour was due^ and it 
fupported the chara£ter of z, man who walked by 
the Jame rult^ who minded thefme^ things and whq, 
lip^d, the life that he now lived in theflefb^ by the faith 
of the Son rf God. 
Mr* Romaine derived many adyantages from this 
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regular difpofition of his time : he redeemed it frorri 
many idle vifits, much vain converfation, and from 
all conformity to the world. His plan of life pre- 
cluded all thcfe things, and great muft have been hisf 
gain in a pilgrimage of fourfcore years.. His chief 
arts of health were rule and. temperance, and they 
were the means of prefrfvihg to thfc end of his^ days 
tiie foundnefs of hi$ mind, the health of his bocfy^ 
tod the profperity of his foiiL ' . / ' 

His natural temper, like that of rhoft other peo-' 
pie, might have given him pjaguc enough ; but it* 
was fubjeft to divine gracej and therefore furniflied 
him with matter of praife as well as humiliation. In 
his latter years it was fcarce difcoverable ;* and what- 
ever dcfefts of it had appeared in the former parts 
of his life, he was not backward to acknowledge 
them. One proof of this may fupply thfe place of 
many — the anecdote is authentic— it may be uftiful' 
to many — it can be ofFenfive to none — for it reflefts 
no litde honour on the parties concerned in it, of* 
whom our departed friend was one, and a diffenting 
miniftcr now alive, the other. This minifter had 
often attended Mr. Romaine*s le61tures at St. Dun- 
ftan's, till hearing fome very fevere things thrown 
out againft the diffcnters, and which he thought hot 
juftifiable, he determined to wait upon Mr. Romaihe- 
for an explanation. He did fo accordingly; and hair- 
ing made his obfervations and complaints^ Mr. Ro- 
maine replied, " I do not want to have any thing to 
fay to you. Sir."—" If you will hear me, Sirj" ^- 

cd 
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fSd the othcr> " I will tcU you my name i I muft^' 
Sir,: acquaint you with my profeflion, I am a Pro- 
teftanc Diilfenting Miniften."— *^ Sir," feid Mr. Ro- 
maine, "I neither wilh to know, your name, nor 
your profeflion." Upon whidi Mn Towle (who 
is the gentleman . here alluded to) bowed and took 
his leave. Some time after Mn Romaine, to the 
great furprife of his hearer and reprover, returned 
his vifit, and after the ufuai falutation, — " Well, Mr. 
Towle, I am hot come to renounce my principles, 
I have not changed my fenuments, I will not give 
up my preference to the church of England, &c. j 
but I am come as a chriftian to make fome apology. 
I think my behaviour to you^ Sir, the other day,' 
was not becoming) nor fuch as it fhould have been, 
&c." — They then fhook hands, and parted good- 
friends. The fubftance of this relation, when it 
was made to me, I immediately communicated to 
the furviving party concerned in it, requefting to. 
know the truth of it, with ^y additional circum^ 
i^anccs he might recoUedb, as well as his permiflion' 
to make it public. The following is part of his very 
handfome anfwer to my letter. " Without any he-* 
fitadon, and with the greateft cheerfulnefs, would I 
ijiftandy comply with your requeft, but really. Sir, 
it is not in my power. I cannot recoUedt the parti-t, 
cular circumftances of the afffur you refer to, or thei 
particular expreffions>ifed by Mr. Romaine and my-« 
felf in our firft interview, or afterwards by Mr. Ro* 
ijiainQ when he^ called on me. Sp far. do I remem^ 

ber 
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ber ihe &b(bi{ice of what palled both at his hou^ 
and n)ine> that I am certain the account given in 
your ktccr contuns the general outHnes of the whole 
9i$^er. Althw^h at the dofe of the laft convef-^ 
fttion Mr* Roxziatne and I pofitively dilavowed the 
iwrfl-idea. of renouncing our rcfpcftive principles, or 
being' indifi^rcnt towards them; united in our ab^ 
iKMrrence of that temfwizsngy which is too fa(hion- 
able in our dajs each expreffed a fincerc eftccm for 
^he other, a friendly intercourfe was kept np bc^ 
tween tnoi and myfelf to the day of his death, and I 
bay£ not the fmaUeft fufpicion, but that, as long as* 
I live, I fiiall rennember him whh veneration, as anr 
cmmendy coofiCbcnt and refpeftable charaiSler/" 

This tefitmony is true, and worth a thoufahdfto- 
ties J it neither difcrcdits the pen of the farvivor, 
nor thtB meraory of the deceafcd i nor ought it to be 
wichooc its vife to the reader. We are prone to 
judge othcitSy though we canfeldom doit without 
CQodemnbg ou^felves ; and if we are partakers with 
one anodser in faults and inBrmities, we fhail' dor 
wdl to be foUowers of thofe who have Ihewed a con- 
Idoufnefs, and made confeflSon of them. 

Axnong other friends and admirers of Mr. Ro«- 
miune, was the unhappy Dr. Dodd. When he be* 
gan the world he was a zealous favourer of Hebrew 
kaming^ and diftio^(hed himfelf as a preacher* 
From&profitfibd'iimilitudeinftudies and principleiy 
he cuki«ated an acquaintance with Mr. Romaine; 
but when he forfook fuch companions^ having hyved 

this 
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tiXs pri^ad wotsld, he told Mr», Romtintf^ that he 
flttuiM.bc ^d tafee him at his houfe, but hdped 
QQC .to be acknowtedged by- him» if they fliould Uipi 
pen to meet in piiblic Company. All intercJoUrfi^ 
therefore ceafed between them, tili the lovae of ''the 
world) and. the things tha|: are in it v brought' iti 
vlftim tta prifbm At this, time ;i particular friend of 
Dr* Dodd,. who, much to his honour, ftuck^slofe 
iQrhirn.in.aU hi; difgrice and adverfity^ met Mr« 
Rom^ine in his way from- Newgate at the bottom 
of the Old.Bailey^ Their conirerfation natur^ly 
fumediupon the unhappy pcirfony whom be bad juft 
left % and, after ufiid enquiries, : Mr* Romaine &id, 
be was fbrry to hear that.Dh Dodd in prifen was 
viiited by light and triSing company. The Doc- 
tor's friend 3was^ equally fiirprifed and hurt at the te«i 
port of! fudi an untruth ^ and pardcularly.that k 
Ihould have been carried to onej of ^om Dr» Dodtl 
had ever exprefled an high opinion, and with whom 
in former years he had lived in a degree of intimacy; 
He told Mr. Romaine chat indeed he was fadly mif- 
informed; that by himfelf he might £iirly eftimat^ 
the fociety of Dr. Dodd's room ; that none refoited* 
thither but they whofc minds were duly and decjdy 
impreiled like his own; and that even jis to others^. . 
he conceived that the furrounding ^ircumftances :of ^ 
horror were fufBcient to preclude all levity and- im-; 
perrinence. Mr. Romaine exprelTed himfelf as glad^ 
to. hear this, gave up his authority upon which he 
made his former afTertioi^s,. and promifcdcodo alt* 
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in his power to fct right fb injurious a bufinds*^ Bie 
then left Dr. Dodd's friend at the door of St. Duxi*^ 
ftan's, where he was going to preach hiSicvenii^ 
Icfture. : . . 

Whether his prejudices were removed by this in- 
terview, or whether his pity was excited by the cir- 
cumftances of the prifoher htmfelf^ Kir. Romaine 
afterwards vifited him at his particular requeft. A 
gendeman one day met him there, and wiihing to 
know his fenttments, took care to leave Newgate ac 
the fame time ; when, walking out together, he 
aiked himi if he^ who knew fb much of the hnman 
heart, thought poor Dddd a real fincere penitents 
Mr. Romaine anfwered, I hope he may be a teal 
penitent, but there is a great difference between^- 
ing zt)dfielmg, " God be merciful to me a finnen" 
This fitying, as the lady wh6 communicated it juftly 
obferved, deferves to be written in letters of gold. 
The fame lady has favoured us with another anec- 
dote of Mr. Romaine, which equally proves his ab- 
horrence of fin, and his pity for the finnen He was 
walking in the ftreet with a gendeman, when he 
overheard a poor thoughdefs man Iblcmnly calling* 
upon Jehovah to damn him for ever to the bottom- 
kfs pit, R}r. Romaine flopped, took half-a-crown 
but of his pocket, and faid, " My friend, I will give 
you this, if you will repeat that oath again.'* The 
man ftarted, and faid, *^ What, Sir, do you think 
I will damn my foul for half-a-crown ? Mr. Ro- 
maine mildly replied, '' As you did it juft now for 

nothing. 
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nothing, I could not fuppofc that you would refufc 
to do It for a reward." The poor creature, ftruck, 
as Mr. Rooiaine meant he (hould l)c, replied, " God 
blefs and reward you, Sir, wherever you are ; I be- 
lieve you have laved my foul. I hope I fhall never 
fwear again as long as I live." . • / .. 

It were to be wi(hed, for the fake of pofterity, th^t 
aman,whore heart was fo whole with God, and 
whofe very foul was in the Work of Chritt, had 
kept a diary, or committed more of his thoughts, and 
the occurrences of his life, to writing. But among 
all his papers only one of this ibrt has been found ; 
enrided, ]pT, an Old Man, and written on the 
day when he attained to the ageof threefcore years 
and ten. A happier day was never fpent upon earth. 
Take the defcription of it in his own words. 

" Through the gracious hand ofi my God I have 
this day arrived at the age of man. I have there- 
fore fet it apart for meditation, prayer, and praife. 
May the Holy Spirit help me to improve it, that I 
may fpend the little ofmy. remaining time with more 
faith and unceafing gradtude. When I look back» 
I would be all adoration. As a creature I worlhip 
the Creator. Once I was. nothing, and He brought 
me into being, O, what diftinguiftiing favour to 
make me ^ rational creature J And as I was a ruined 
man, a finner guilty, helplefs, miferable ! O, what 
ibvcreign grace to make me ailcw man ! who can 
tell (I cannot) how great the love was which pro- 
vided a Saviour for fuch a rebel! '-What patience, 
^ ; G2 how 
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how infinite ! to fpare me through dvildhoocJ, difough 
youth, through manhood, wlien every day, and 
every thing in the day, were calling aloud for ven- 
geance. I mijght have been many years ago m Helt^ 
and moftjuftlys and now I adore the bng-fuflfering 
of God, which kept me out of it. He had por-^ 
pofes of love toward me, which he made known in 
his own time and wayl It was fovercign k)ve which 
brought me to know mylclf, and to know Jefus. 
JHls own Holy Spirit begun and carried on the work. 
He (iperied mine eyes to underftand the fcriptures. 
He gave me to believe their truth, and to feel dieir 
power ; and now I fet my fcal to every word in 
them ; finding God to be true and feithfirl, true in 
the promifc, faithful in the ifulfilment. Rec* Chrift 
-^ne with him— live by him— live on him — wop- 
Ihip him— do all on earth as well as I can, till he 
enable me to do it better in heaven. 

In this believing view of diings, I acknowledge- 
that I have lived to a blciibd time. All that is worth 
crtjoying has been ftccly giveji to iile. ' By the 
quickening gtiace of the Spirit, brought into one^ 
Bcfs with Jefus, and to partake of the Father's lovfe 
5n Him, All is mine. Glory be to Father, Son, 
and Spirit in die highcft, the covenanting 3ty*. is 
mine. Thefe are the profpeds which faith, looking 

'•* The Trinity. lit this inftance, as well as in another, a icit 
Knes above, viz, the abbreviation R$c. for ncei'vi, I thooght it 
bed to leave the expreffiom as I found them in the origiRfti 0)a« 
nniciipt, 
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liack, opens to the chriitian wtth delight; and therein 
by renders my prelent condition a fbbjeft of praifb 
and thankfixlnels. My tioie is almoft ran out, ^nd 
««hat is fhort is now alfo but labour and forrow. Sb 
lays the Oracle. Atid i fed it. The infinrndes of 
age^ the decay of die faculties of mind^ as well aii 
body, confequently ufefuteefs in oner's Ip^ace andila- 
Opn dying daily^ thefe are always giving warning 
iJiat the houfe made with hahds muft foon be taken 
down. It begins to be very trouHefome to keep 
it up. One prop &Us after another^ and repeats the 
Ieflbii«— You muft foon be turned ouc Look after 
the hou& not made with hands, eternal in die hea*- 
vens. Bleiled be God for giving us the earneftc^ 
his Spirit, to enable us to look forward with a pleat 
ing hope, when mortality (hall be fwallowed up oC 
aife. 

It is by this lame faith that God has reconciled 
my heart to his providence^ He is my Father, Je- 
fus my portion, and my exceeding great rewkrd'; 
my God, and my Keeper. It is my privilege that 
he is to manage for me. He knows what is l^ftlor 
me, and to him I leave it J To be iichct of greater, 
in more health, or in more honour, wdUld be no ad- 
dition to my happinefs. I hfavd enough id^ thils 
world's goods. I am content wiA my place and fta^ 
-tion, and a(k for nothing but more thankfulneis for 
what I have. O what a calm does this bring upon 
my mind! 'Looking back I can ile his gracfoUs 
tieaibgs wirii me in all ihe events- of my life. Anil 
G 3 he 
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he ias- brought mc and (etded mc in the rery con* 
did«^ in which I ought to be. What has God 
-done? what has he not done to make me fatisfiedj 
riodeed I have all the nea&nthat ever man had to- 
^^ore him ifbr hi$ providence^ and to hlefs hiav (or 
his'dealingsf mtix the children of men. . 
- This day fuch .arc my views of hrs.goodnefs to 
me in the^dme pafti . both in temporal, and alio in 
ipiritu^ mercies. All is well; andbleffingsbn his ' 
cnanie, the pro^6t before me, notwithftanding the 
infirmities df age, is comfortable. The promifes 
in the word aflbcd excrcife for faith, and never ceaC- 
ing dependence i not. only general promifes, but al- 
"^fo.particulai^i /uited exadlly to my prefent circum- 
ftarices. / Our God has made gracious provifion for 
:old age, and has embled me to make uk of it; 
that through patience and comfort of the fcripturc^ 
Inrigl^t riow have hop^, Ht has given me a general 
.'V?|r»ntfor my Security. ,- 1 have corpmitt?d nfyfelf 
.ini;q hi? care and keepings and he has declared, / 
will never leave thee nar for Jake thee* This is a con- 
tinual cordji^,^an4* cxcends its heart-fek influence 
m the Ipecial promifes, fuch as, Ifaiah xlvi. 3, 4, 
This is fpoken to the. whole Ifrael of God, who have 
,not only, the life of the body from him, but chiefly 
the life of the fouL, He creates theni anew by the 
Spirit of life in Chrift Jefus. He is the Author— r- 
He: is the carrier on — He brings that life to its foil 
perfcaion. It is every moment fupported by his 
power, and blcflfe^ witji>is paternal affbftion, Ag§ 

may 
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Inay. comCf hoaiy hairs may appear^ the vigour ^Af 
ithe faculties may decay, but his love is the fam^. 
. He reveals it. He applies it. The old man feels 
,ie» and he turns it into the prayer of faith. O my 
.Fatber>. I do hearken, unto Thee; Thou haft fup>- 
ported. Thou haft carried me from niy birth to this 
^momenti and I doubt not but now in mine old age> 
^and in my hoary hairs. Thou wilt ftill carry me and 
b(sar mei.itntil Thod haft finally deKyered me. Amen 
'^I bclij^vfi, I/>rd» .it fhaU be done uhfio me accord«> 
ipg to tl^ wQfd,'' . 

Th? laftjycars of his life fcem to have taken their 
turn frQm .this day. r His i?oary bead was found in 
the V)ay ^ Hj^teotifn^s^ (tnd it was indeed a crown of 
gl^ry. .There appeared to be litde but heaven in 
his fermons, and in his life. He was an example to 
believers in word, in converjation, in charity, injpiriti 
in faitby and purity. It has been obferved to mc 
of him, that he was a: diamond, rough often, but 
very pointed, and the more he was broken by years, 
the more he appeared to ihine. There was indeed 
a light upon his countenance, and particularly when 
be preached, which appeared like the dawn, or the 
f^int refemblance of glory. If one met him by the 
way, and aflccd him how he did, his general anfwer 
was, " As well as I can be out of heaven/' He 
made this reply a little before his death to a friend 
and acquaintance older than himfelf, and of a diffe- 
rent communion j and then added, ** There is but 
one central point, in which we muft all meet, Jefus 

G 4 Chrift 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 88 ) 

Chrift and him crucificd•'^ . This was-^dic^objc^ 
which be kept al^rays ip 6ghtr«-r>this the fubjed which 
cfdwek wpOA his heart apd tongue— rtiic' wonderfhl 
Qod- inan> :^hom> acconding to his own cacpreftons^ 
^pliad liakeri for body and for foul, fortime^and for 
^psrnnyj Us j)re(ent and his everlaiting alL / 
^ He h^$ .dra.wn Im Qwh character when defcrilniig 
phe <f Triumph of Faith -^ oi^er lihe infirmides of iigl^. 
He was a cheer^I pleafant old mam I^ei^a(tk«k| 
lb the fteps^of the faith of Ab^ahatm) ^d ^qu^ 
forth more fruit in bis age, dll he died^anf ol4jft&h aUd 
f0 of days J fatisfitd with aljthat w«uj' ji^ft, all ^at 
was prefentv and all %hs^ was before him. ''^Ht p\j^^ 
Tued hi? minifterial labours, and his fummtr .excUfu 
fibns (*which he frequently djbnomtnl^^ct his fiinlinel: 
atid winter campaigns) t0 the laft;^ keeping ^hb field 
i$k a good foMicr and fervaht of Jefus Chrift, tili it 
pleafed his Mailer to call him to an honourable re- 
treat, and foon to give him his final difeharge. Thd 
decline of his mortal life wasgenidc in itfelf, and ra*? 
pid in its pVogrefs; but ib prptrafted, as^te enable 
liini to Ihcw, that the Lord Usftrength was tme^ and 
that there was no unrighteoufnefs in him. The fame 
faith, which employed him To well and fo happily 
in his health and life, was his fupport in ficknefs, an4 
hi$ joy in diflblution. 

His fatal illnefs attacked him on the fi^cth day of 

June, and put a period to his mortal life on the 

twcnty-fixth day of July. A feafon of feven weeks,, 

Ja which he was cxercifed as a patient inftead of a 

7 preacher. 
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preacher. As the prefoncc of God had been with 
Wnin one Hate, (6 it did not leafre him in the other. 
The faft fermon which he preached, was on th* 
preee&ng Thurfday evening at St Dunftan*s ; it wai 
^n expofition of the eighteenth chapter of St. John^s 
Gofpelj he rctnwked to his curate, that he muft get 
otv as faft as he could, left he fhouldiiot get through 
the GolJ)eJ, as»it\^as hisinteqtioiitodo, before die 
|e6hires 'were over. He complained of languor afl 
rer preaching,' and returned to Mr, Whitridge's 
houfe at Bahrani-hjB, beyond Claphatn, where he 
was then upon 'a vifit. His concluding fermon at 
Bhckfri^rs was on the preceding Tuefday morning,' 
from the thirteenth Vcrje of the hundred and third 
Pfalm; ' Lih a^^afafb^ fitietb his cbUdren^ Jo [th^ 
fiord pitietb them that fiar km, - He was going 
through the Pfelm, and though he 'did not preach 
ppon the following verfes, he praftifed them in a 
livery rehiarkabfe manner, and left his dying tefti- 
tnony to the truth of them. For be knowetb pur 
frame, be remernberetb tbat we are but dufl. As for 
fnan, bis 4ays are as grafs : as a flower of the fieM^fi 
he flour ijbetb. For the *^nd paffetb over it, and it is 
gene 3 and tbe place thereof Jhall know it no more. But the 
mercy of tbe Lord is from everlqfiing to everlafting^ ta 
fbem that fear bim : and bis righteou/nefs unto ahil^ 
dreh's cbildren. To fucb as keep his covenant, and ta 
tbofe tbat r member bis commandments to do tbem. The 
piortality of man, and the mercy of Jehovah, here fo 
pathetically defcribed, met together in the perfon of 
^l. Romaine, and formed a moft delightful union. 

r ■ ■ 22Vj-y . The 
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The one rcfeafed him from all mifery/tbc^ other la^ 
troduced him. to all bapp[iners. But how fadb the 
cafe when thefe things are feparated ? What a wretch 
is one> fubjed to mortality, and not at the fame upic 
an objcd of the'mercy pf^he Lord ? , 

Mr. Romaine, from the mon^icat that he wa^ 
feized with his illnefsj conQdered it.as hisl^.; ^aa4 
though at intervak he had /aint fymptoms of a pro- 
bable, recovery, ^ yet he never attempted to refumc 
his minifterial-funftions. He fpoke of himfelfas a 
^ying man, but always in xhe language ctfpne who 
was living and believing in. ]^^v'^^. On thcmorning 
of his feizure he .came down^^to breakfaft at fix 
o'clock as ufual, prefided in fj^imily devotion, and : 
prayed moft carneftly to God, that *' He would fit ' 
them for, ^nd fupport them in, their trials that day» 
which might be many." Such they were to his 
friends, if not to himfdf 5 ./or he received his fum- 
mons to deparh W A? he wiib. Cbrift^ He returned 
the fame day to London, and converfed moft pro- 
fitably and comfortably in the way, on the approach - 
of death, and near profpeft of eternity, *^ O ! hpw 
animating is the view which I now have of death, 
and the hope laid up for me in heaven full of glory 
and immortality!' , 

The next day was the fabbath, and he was ex- 
pe<9:ed to preach as ufual. The feelings of hi$ con- 
gregation, when he did not appear among thcip, 
and the painful office, to which his fellow-fervant in 
the miniftry was called, when he ftood up. in his 
place and affigned the.caufe of his abfence4 arc mpre 

c^ily 
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€afily conceived than dcfcribcd. Lamentations more 
fincere never were excited, and prayers more fer- 
vent never afcended from earth to heaven.. 

He continued three weeks in London under me* 
dicai advice, and made ufe of the means which his 
phyfician thought fit to prefcribe to him/ "You 
arctajcing/' faid he, " much pains to prop up this 
fccbk body j I thank you for it 5 it will not do now/? 
His Hebrew Pfaltcr lay clofc by him, and out of i{ 
Jic frcqucndy read a verfe or two, not being able tq 
attend to more. The nature of his difordcr was>fuch 
that he could fpeak but litde ; and being once alked 
if he would fee fpmc of his friends, he replied, *' he 
needed no better company than he ergoycd/' ^s 
Lor J bis Gad was\w^b bim, and (b bi^fled km with 
faith and patien<^e, that not one fretful or murmur^ 
ing word ever efcaped his lips. 

Soon after he was ieized, a friend called upon bu- 
finefs, and took the opportunity of faying, he hop- 
ed he was better, and happy in his views. *' Yes,** 
replied he, " upon that point I have no doubt, for 
I have much of theprcfcnce of Jefus with me/* He 
fcnt a oneflage by this perfon to his curate, being 
unable to con verfe with him, to delire his' prayers; 
and that his friends and all the congregation would ' 
remember him at the throne of grace. This he 
frequently afterwards repeated to his curate. At 
other times he iaid, " he had been in the deep 
waters, but had enjoyed much fupport; that he 
ivaited to enter into the courts of the Ijord ; that his 
foul was athirft for God, yea even the living God.*' 

On 
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" Oh'tlie'^enty-flxtMay of June he leftte^, aiki 
^ent id a friend's boufeat Tottenham, for afortn^ht^ 
where he was fo much better, as to be able to waUc 
about the garden. Upon his return to town,- he was 
again vifi ted by his turate, and thought to be a 
Kttk revived. He^ld, that he had long lain at fit ft iH 
the atms of ideath, afad, If recovering, it was very 
fio^ly. ^^ But this,*^' fays hei " b but a poor dy- 
ihg life at beftj however I am in his hands who wiU 
&6 the beft for me,'* and added with a peculiar ener- 
^yv ** lam fure of that.*'' *^ I have* lived to expe- 
rience all I have fpoken, and 21H I have written, and 
I*blefs God for it.'* After mucTi the fame expref* 
fions he added to another friend, '^ I have the peac^ 
of God in my coiifcicnce>'and the love of God in my 
heart; and that you know is fdund experi^nde/'--* 
And again — " I knew before the dodrines I preach- 
ed to be truths, but now I experience them to be 
Uefllngs.'' Thanking another friend for a vifit, he 
laid, that he had come to fee a laved (inner. This, 
he. had often, ^rmed, (houki be his dying bbaft, 
aad that he defired to die with the language of the 
{publican in his niouth^ ^^ God be merciful tx> me a 
finncr */* . ' 

'- In this frame of mind he continued a few days in 
London, and returned on the thirteenth day of July 
to his friend's at Balaam-hiUi where he had been 
iwigiqaUy fei;zed, His^ ftrcngth from that^ time ra- 
pidly decayed, , He hadfrequpnt fpafms at his heart, 
^nd flioncnefe of breath, attended with degrees of 

*• ScdVIh Gbodc's Funeral Sermon, 
I . * pain 

d by Google 



Digitized b 






( H y 

pain dndtonvulfion.; but his faith und patkfice ne** 
vcr faHcd him; ': He was frequently layiiig, ^*;0 
how good b God !" " What entertsunmeats fiind 
comforts does he give me I What a.pro(pcft dci 
I fee before me of glory and injmortality ! H* i« 
iny God in fife^ in deaths and throughout eoernityj^^ 
On the twenty-third day of July, as he fat at break-; 
M, he faid, ^' It is now near (ixty years fince Goii 
opened my moudi to publilh the cTcrlafting fuffi- 
cicncy and eternal glory of the felvadon of Chrift 
Jefus; and it has now pleafed him to Ihut nqr 
mouth, that my heart tnight feel and experience 
what my mouth hath fo often fpoken." On the twen- 
ty-fourth day of July, after he had |>e€n helped 
down ftairs, he faid, ^* O ! how good is God ! with 
what a night has he favoured me 1" requefting, as 
he had often done, that prayers without ceafing 
might be made for him, that his faith and patience 
might not fail. He expreffed exceeding great kind- 
nefs and ?!ffe&ion for his partner Mrs*. Rom^ne, and 
thanking her for all her carei of him, he faid, '^G<kric, 
my love, that I may blefs youj the Lord be with 
you a covenant God for ever to fave and blefe you/* 
He addreffed himlelf with the fame tendcrnefi and 
afieflion to his fon; of Whom alfo he fpoke much 
and oft during his illnels, exprcfling his hope of htm' 
as a foh in the faith as well as tlie flefh. The lady, 
who was therifhing in her houfe fuch a dying gueft, 
upon leemg and hiedring him felefs his \^ife, fcid, ' 
^» Have you nob a blefling for ftie, Sir ? *' ^« Yes,'* ^ 
he laid, *« I havc^j' Ip^ay Goito bkfe youj'* and fo • 
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he iaid to every one that came to him. On Satur^ 
day the twenty-fifth day of July, he was not down 
, ftairs at all, but lay upon the couch all day, in great 
weaknefs of body, butftrongin fsurfi, giving glory 
to God.-— The power of Chrift was refting upon 
him, and keeping him in the continual exercife o£ 
prayer and praife. This was the laft day he fpcnc 
upon earth, and in the clofe of it he was thought to 
have faid, " Yea, though I walk through the val- 
ley and (hadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
thou art with me." About an hour before he died, 
his fi-iend and hoft went up to him, and faid, '* I 
hope, my dear Sir, you now find the falvation of 
Jefus Chrift precious dear and valuable to you." Hit 
anfwcr was, " He is a precious Saviour to me now.". 
Thefe were the laft words which he uttered to man. 
To the Lord he faid, « Holy, Holy, Holy ! Holy 
blcffcd Jeius, to thee be endlcfs praife !" And in 
the firft hour of the next day, which was the fabbath- 
day, he refigncd hisfpirit to God who gave it. 

So Jived and fo died the Rev. William Romaine. 
. It was the defign of his furviving relations to re- 
ftorehisduft to the earth with a plain and private 
burial; but every intention of this fort was prevent- 
ed by the afieftion of his numerous friends, who 
were all importunate to (hew the laft rcfpcft to his 
perfon, by attending his remains to the grave. On 
Monday the third day of Auguft, 1795, the corpfe 
was removed from Mr. Whitridgc's houfe at Ba- . 
laam-hill, in order to be interred in the reftory- 
vault of Blackfriars church. The funeral proceeded 
4 at 
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at :ibD\}t eleven o'clock in the forenoon^ and was 

joined on Clapham-common by near fifty coaiches, 

filled with the lamenting followers of their revered 

and beloved pafton It wa^ attended by maqy more 

on foot, who furrounded the hearfe> or followed it 

weepmg. .. By the, time that the proceffion reached 

the Obeliflc in St., George's Fieldsj ith^ multitude 

colledled was very great indeed j ,i)ut filoncc, lblem<* 

nity, and decorum, univerfallyi prevailed At the 

fix>t of Blackfriars-bridge, the children of the cha- 

ri^ fchool, together with the parish beadles, were 

waiting to attend. The city marfhals on borie- 

back with their men, and with black filk fcarfs and 

hatbands, rode before th^ hearfc to the entrance of 

" the church. Thefe had been ordered out by the 

Lord Mayor, as bis token of refpedt to the memory 

of a man vyho had fuftained fo great and fb uiefiil 

a charafter in the city of London. The conftables 

of the ward alfo attended to prcfcrve order, left 

any evil-minded people fhould take advantage of 

fach.an opportunity to raife a difturbance; butno* 

thing of the kind appeared : there feemed to but 

one mind in the vaft multitude, and but one impref- 

fion made by- the lofs of an Me minijier of the New 

Tejiammt, and 2i faithful fteward cf the rr/fieries of 

Cod* 

Excepting the fpacc left for the entrance of the 
corpfe and its attendants, the church was previoufly 
filled with people, who were clothed in black, and 
were inwardly mourning over their departed minifter. 
The funeral fcrvice was performed by the Rev. Mr. 

Goode 
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Qoodc to a very numerous and affedec! audience, 
urging, not for him who was at reft from his la-* 
boori, but for themfclves and for their children^ 
Wlitti had Ia£t the benefit of them. 
■'?3Ph^-ihurchwas hung irt black, as was aMb the 
dioreh-at'St. Dunftian*s> and three funeral icfmorts 
prtdched- cfn the Lord^s day following. The fame 
Wkem of love and cftecm were (hewn in different 
plateSref worship j and the lame tcftimonies bom 
by diflirent mitiilfbrs to the excellencies of a man 
who deferved fo well of them all. He lived and 
died in the communion of the Englilh church, and 
m moft cordial fellowfliip with all who love tbt 
Lord Jesus Christ in ftncerity^ 

There remains to be paid but one tribute more, 
md that is a monument, which is now in the hands 
6f an eminent ardft, by order of his friends, and 
is fbon to be ereftcd in the church where his body 
i$ lai(i. A monument, which will be inforibed nor 
with the virtues of a ftatefman or a hero, but with 
the heavenly virtues of a man whom God called out 
tf darbirfs into his marvellous lighs^ whom He per- 
mitted to (bine for a feaibn in his church upon earth, 
9nd has npw gathered to his people in heaveni^ 
where they that be wife Jhall Jhine as the brigidtti^ <f 
the firmament^ and they that turn mair/ to rigbteou/iefs^ 
as'tbe^arsfir-ev^'andevef. 

h.. ■ .FINIS« •■•' 
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